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University students are changing - their backgrounds, atti- 

tudes,  aspirations and educational goals. How great is thus 
change? In what direction? 

A survey of  the freshman class at  the University of  Guelph 
was conducted in 1970. This article reports these findings and 
makes comparisons with data obtained in a smaller, lesscompre- 
hensive survey conducted in 1969.1 

The surveyed students in 1970 werc selected at random from 
the total freshman class;a total of  298 students were chosen rep- 
resenting approximately 16 per cent of  the freshman student 
population. Tliese students were enrolled in one of  the following 
progranis; B.A., B.Sc.(Agr.), B.A.Sc.(B.H.Sc. in 1969). 
B.Comni.. B.L.A.. B.Sc. (Eng.), B.Sc. (P.E.), and the Associate 
Diploma in Agriculture program. 

The  group of  students that were surveyed in the 1970 fresh- 
man class varies somewhat from those surveyed in 1969. In the 
1970 survey a random sample was taken of  freshman students 
enrolled in all undergraduate programs on the campus, whereas 
in 1969  only students in four undergraduate programs were sur- 
veyed. (These being B.A., B.Sc., B.Sc. (Agr.), B.H.Sc.) In the 
1970 survey all of the freshman students were included in the 
sample whereas in 1969 only tliose students who had completed 
Ontario grade 13 in 1969 were interviewed. Consequently, the 
1970  survey includes a broader range of academic programs and 
students (including more mature students. students who have 
failed first year university courses on a previous occasion. and 
students froni provinces other than Ontario and countries other 
than Canada). 

Demograpllic Characteristics of Freshmen: 
The sex distribution of  students by acadeniic program indi- 

cated the usual preference of females for arts as opposed t o  sci- 
ence and a high proportion of  males in all science programs and 
in the Diploma in Agriculture program. The notable exception 
was the percentage of male students in the BSc. program. In 
1971, 7 7  per ccnt of the students in the B.Sc. werc male com- 
pared t o  9 1 per cent in 1969. The proportion of  male and female 
students in other academic progranis (and in the total survey) 
was similar t o  that observed in 1969. 

T h e  proportion of  rural-reared students was highest in the Di- 
ploma and Degree in Agriculture programs and in Family and 
Consumer Studies (household science). Seventy per cent of  the 
students in the Diploma in Agriculture program were rural- 
reared. This result was anticipated as practical experience in 
farming or  agricultural industry is a requirement for admission 
to this program, which appeals primarily t o  students who have 
had that  experience. The greatest difference between the 1969 
and 1970 data  was in the proporlion of students in the B.A. pro- 
gram coming fro111 comniiinilic~ of a population in excess of 
100,000. In  Llle 1970 survey, 34 per cent of  the B.A. students 
were in this r rouu as c o m ~ a r c d  to I6  Dcr cent in 1969. 

(B.1 I.Sc. in 1969) were younger than students in other  programs. 
One might expect that students in the Diploma prograni would 
be younger than those enlolled in any other  academic program 
since one less year of  academic work (grade 12) in high school is 
required for admission. However, the data d o  not support this 
expectation. Probable reasons for this are: (1) that approxirnate- 
ly 3 0  per cent of  the Diploma students have been enrolled in 
grade 13, even though it is not required for admission, (2) the 
possibility that more o f  the diploma students may have experi- 
enced academic difficulties in Iiigh school and required five years 
to  complete the four year prograni. 

The fathers of  the B.Sc. (Agr.) a i d  Diploma in Agriculture 
students in the survey tended t o  have a slightly lower education- 
al attainment. More of the fathers of  these students were en- 
gaged in farming and fewer were engaged in professional or tech- 
rucal types of  employment. Similarly, the net family income 
tended t o  be lower among students enrolled in the B.Sc. (Agr.) 
and Diploma in Agriculture programs. A notable exception was 
the 28 per cent of  students in the B.A.Sc. program whose family 
income was below S4,000 per year. This group was 4 times larger 
than that observed o f  students in any other academic program. 
No explanation for this observation is apparent t o  the  authors. 

The county of  origin of  students was more uniform between 
academic programs in 1970 tliar~ 1969. The origin o f  Diploma 
students appears to  be significaritly different from that o f  stu- 
dents in other acadeniic plogranis. A suggested explanation is 
the fact that there are four o t l~er  collegesof agricultural technol- 
ogy located in the province and that these students attend the 
college closest t o  their Iionic (farm). 

The analyses o f  1970 data included the relationship ofhome 
commtunity t o  the various demographic characteristics. This re- 
lationship was not examined in the 1969 survey. 

Data between demograpllic I'lictors and the size o f  home com- 
munity in which the students were reared showed that  agreater 
proportion o f  the studerils from farms and small communities 
were male. Data clearly indicated that students from small com- 
munities and farms tended t o  attend hieh schools with smaller 
student numbers. This observation w a c n o t  apparent ii 1969 
data although this direct relationship was not examined. Al- 
though there has been a major effort made t o  consolidate rural 
schools in Ontario, these schools tend t o  have lower student pop- 
ulations. 

There was no apparent difference in the age o f  students as 
related t o  their home background. Data indicated that students 
from s m d  communities came from families with a lower net in- 
come and that their fathers had less education than students 
coming from larger communities. This was also reflected in the 
observation that 41  per ccnt of the fathers of  students from 
small cornrnunities and rural areas were farmers. A large propor- 
tion of  students froni communities over 100,000 come from 
the Central Ontario region.This reflects the large number of  stu- 
dents at  the university who come from Metropolitan Toronto. 

It  is interesting to  note that of the 108 students coming from 
rural areas, only 4 6  had f;rtIlers whose primary occupation was 
farming. This observation supports the concept of  a changing 
rural environment and the growing number of  urban employed 
persons riow residing in rural areas. The 1969 data supported this 
finding as there were 5 4  sludents from rural areas, 3 0  of  whom 
had fathers who were farming. 

The sizeL"f tile high khool  does ;lot appear to  be related t o  
the academic program in which a student is e11rolled.This obser- General Attitudes of Freshmen About University: 
vatiori was also apparent in the 1969 data. Similarly, the rela- A higher proportion of students in Science and Agricultural 
tionsliip between age and academic program was supported by Science compared to those from other programs placed greater 
findings in the 1969 survey. Students enrolled in the B.A.Sc. emphasis o n  career training as the main purpose o f  a university. 
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