
. " I  P Comm~ss~on On Education In 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

The Commlssfon, a unit of the 
~Q15rmltural Board, Division of Biol- 

-om and Agrienlenlture, N A S - m .  
funded by NSF, Ms two objectives: 
(1 The ffrst is to conttnue to re- 

view trends In edumtion for under- 
gmdwtes in agriculture and natural 
resources; stimuhte discussion, re 
B V B ~ U B L ~ ~ ~  and improvement; 'and 
nmmre recommendstions for the 
&~@opmen,t of academic progrsmg 

'*.:,@ kture. 
-4 

ta j  &er38mnd psi WI~I be to 
stimulate and assrst, in the develop 
ment of the agricultmml aspeota of 
gems1 educatih, m y  but not 
e x c ~ ~ v e l y  gtm2m1 biologicaI eduw 
tion, at d l  educational levels. This 
encompasses agriculture as e, con- 
tribution to the cultural enrichment 
.af tbe student population at large, 
irs W a  'as to the professional goals 
of biologists and other scientists 
and englmers. 

A m a g  the mafor c m n t  Com- 
mission projects are the following: 

A pr&mbb, -pensored with the 
Commission on Undergntduate Edu- 
cation in thp. Biological Sciences 
(CUEBS 1, to develw recommends- 
tiow for desirable preparation in 
the biological scimces for under- 
graduates in Wculture, Includhg 
agricultural eng;jneerng and natural 
reSOurces, a d t o  propose man- 
isms for achlevin~ this W n d  of  rep- 
amtion. 8evm c i o n  comx&k& 
represent& vsrious areas of sgri- 
cultwe and mtural mourcm - ani- 
mal science, plant soil science, 
aoa gcfence, ~vimnmental engie- 
ee~&~~g? social science, agrioultmd 
education and natural resources - 
are studying and recomnding de- 
sirable prepadion for undergradu- 
ates in their areas. Reports produced 
by these commitkes, and a sumrmnz 
mary rapark, +.E reviewed by 
profgsgional and sciantifia societfes 
during spring, summer and fall, 
1966. This will be followed by s 
November 11-12 Conference on Und- 

ergraduate Educa€ion in the Biologi- 
cal Sciences for Students in Agri- 
culture and Natural Resources, ta 
be attended by &am and, directors 
of resident kihvction in agricul- 
ture and nahml rwurces, and ae 
lected others. 

A Conference on Undergraduate 
T e a o m  fn the Sciences, in- 
vol- 20 Rnimal sclent;ists and sev- 
eral observers, will be held ElLsy 
80-21. Purposes are to (1) assess- 
the status of undergraduate ed~=- 
tion fn the Rnimal sciences, (21 rec- 
ommend action, ff m y ,  that should 
be 'un&t&ea to Improve. under- 
graduate teaching in the animal 
sciences, and (31 suggest mechm- 
isms for implementation of recom- 
mended action This Conference 
may establhh a pattern for similar 
conferences in oaer areas. 

Conferences on undergraduate 
education in agricultural economics 
and phgtopathology in August, 1966, 
a d  agronomy in November, 1967 
will be co-sponsored with the ap- 
propriate societies. Thew confer- 
ences are a continuatian of a pro- 
gfam begun with conferences in 
dairy science and h o r t l c u l ~  
science held in August, 1965. 

Panel visits to the agricultural di- 
visions of Prairie View A&culturaI 
and Mechanical College, Ws~issippi 
State University, 'SIakima Valley Jun- 
ior CoIlepWashmgton Stab3 Uni- 
versity, California State Polytechnic 
College and Abraham Baldwin Agri- 
cultural College FRiU be held during 
spring, 1966. T h e  four-slx membpr 
pane& have two objectives: (1) to 
inform the Commission about khe 
status of, and trends in, undergrad- 
uate education in ~rfcufture and 
natural resources in h e  host insti- 
tution, with specW reference to new 
and successful programs, and prob 
Iem weas, and (2) to assist the h o ~ t  
institution fn self-evaluation. 
selection of vlsit sites refects the 
importance of four types of instltu- 

tions in eduataon in agricuItun? and 
nstuml moumes: LmdEirant. m n  
LandOrant. two-year and tho& at- 
tended primarily by Negroes. 

A Panel on Natursl Resonrce 
Science has been formed to be con- 
cerned with desimble changes in 
the education of scfentlsts, resource 
managers and other profesgioasl 
personnel who wil l  be fnvolvd in 
the use and mmagement of nahu-al 
resources. Tbe Panel is k&ing iato 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the educations1 
changes W e  ne~essary or desir- 
able by the tapid change in the use: 
of land and o€her renewable natural 
resources, aad by the intens3yhg 
interest in wise use of OW renew- 
able natural resources, The Panel 
Q developing model eurriculs for 
undergmdwtes preparing to be re- 
souroe scientists and managers. 

The Commhion is conducting an 
M o d  study of the -tent to 
which students other than those 
majoring in agriculture and natural 
resources are exposed to concepts 
in agriculture and natural resoufees 
that should be a part of their gen- 
eral education. The Co-on 
may undertake =ti- in this 
area, depedjng upon the mmzlts of 
the study. 

The Commifsion is MmpIeting s 
position paper on technician b&x- 
he, and has recently published re- 
parts of pht &n,aes of educational 
needs as seen by two agricultural 
industries. 

Members of &e Commission are: 
A. E. Dsrlow, C7zizdrmcm. Oldaborna 
State UniversiB; 23. 6. dldria Jr., 
UniPersit. of GslIifornig IImim); 
Lincoln Canstance, Unlversiky of 
California (Berkeley); G. R, Fergu- 
son, Geigy ApricuItural Chemimls; 
George A. G W ,  University of &I- 
zellg; A. R, HiLst, Purdue University; 
Roy M. Kattman, The Ohio State 
University; and Lloyd E. Partain, 
U.S.D.A. 


