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After'yesra d dfscussing the ques- 
. U p  04 J d o r  College. membership, 
I& N ~ a o n a l  Council finally has 
: . :ylfLted a~ amendment- to pre 
..z LC' &legates which, should 
.c -a$& for all answer Ws ques- 
- - .; ~<~ t&q  hoped that this- action 
sz&b 1 ?a &n&led auxphbIe to the - > izsi  College aa8 DTA. 

!I&re were some chgnges in the 
DTA; New11ebr this p t  year. 
%'?we were afrned at mesdtng a 
-'-ser wclation irmeng members 

all chapters. Some of our ideas 
successful, others l e s  so. One 

.&Lon was to print enough news 
1eq-m SO esch member ~ 0 u l d  
=--r tt hts 0- C O W  in$ta the 
one capy per chapter a8 in the past. 
Msa we ch&nged from ditto ta off- 

$ ':set orated a ~ ~ e r ~ ~ ~ o l d n g  
- .  
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the rnA statlo- for the tM SiaeandkldmtesbyLartbe- 
page. '3Phis method of reproductian ity. Let UE consider the positive 
W i d e ~ t e ~ I ~ s e o p e a f ~ N ~ ~  ma the vast majority. Thle ~OEOTR- 
allowlag for  pi^^, &a. where a p  ing item8 me taken from the Hews- 
pWsb,les The -€ rem- low. I l e tm of this past par. 
For a p p r o ~ t e 1 y  016 per month 
W totaI memberst4 of DTA and 
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NACTll le9ders received a aopy. This 2. ODmmmiQ service projects: 
prim bnoluded mt abs5 pohitsge aB fiucrl- aid, oattle mmdup 
well. The idea of feat- one 
chapter man* hZWng s 

for appled chil- 
written rrrticfe md pict-lxm~ of the 3. Butid and m&Atale agSiOlllttla 
lwal&a~CerkaetherwithitS& Li* 

and-hm~tidi was BS sue 
c e d d ,  Only drapters p d d -  4. Establish s e h a p  hrnds 
paM in tais venture. mhps the 5. Present awards to  O t l t s t m d h g  
National Corn in the future mag agriculm studmb 
arrive st a method of rnotWs.tfon 
to i n m  d w  W and UPder- 6. aymkz i3  &&a bold MJD,~.&?~: 

Standing mnong chaptern. li'~e&aok judging, parI3mrwitars 
prDcedum - 

Jmt what dffes IYTd do on load 
campuses? This fs the quwtiofl Il; may be concluded thst w k w v ~ r  
some of you who do not b v e  s P Delta Tau Alpha chapter haa been 
chapter may b mMng yourselveg. esW- on a campus rthat col- 
% ~ ~ d h ~ ~ ~ ~ c h a p  Iege wmmunffg hss M t e a  fro& 
krs  do very B W  as fsr aa we cm~ its dsbnce. 

Agricultural Education for the 
1970's at State Colleges 

of me wen tCI pmdW wfist modifi- 
mWmjtor@mddWsepladeiD. 
prqgmm of Agxiculbml EdtlNon 
a% sbte p g ~ ~  ather - - 
3aatan 8tat.e fn H-# Twss* 

3 k t b a h f n d * ~ ~ & h o p e -  
*a$* BBvmc851 that our agrlml- 
f m d  Eduaation pmgmm wiIl under- 
@ in $& n& few years. Perhaps 

?QIIP ideas msy be of vahte to &08& 
at awes Wkutions ~ e a g w l  by 
gfrdla~ problems. 

Tym txtstemts of pxm&z3ar dg- 
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4wmitM 9-e- y- 
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These V~BWB refleek& the phllw 
0phJT Of AilinmS-~s €lad the. A& 
rkdtusyj Faaulty at Sam Hot.zstQn 

f%€amyW and lm?43bt, Amagricul- 
ture mgartm~fflt* 6631001 of 
&W, Sam fE0aston Stah 
W'sge. Hunfsvme* '&xM 

State College aa plaDs for the total 
pm- in Agr icdk8 81: the Col- 
l e g e d u r i n g m ~ ~ w e f . e  
developed. 

OPer one Wni of the empSoye13 
p ? r s o n s I n ~ ~ a r e e n g a g e d  
ia some form of war$ s- 
from Agrhl t sre  or its related 
fields. They .a;re w o r m  iR an b- 
dutry whbh ftas dmbbd pmduc- 
tian volume wd produotian efffci- 
e n q  In the pm twenty yams. Their 
b&rs Ba~e baen twlsed h a M- 
n o l 0 ~  mBt IgP CmelPped an adr 
vantfqgBOU8 blending of hybrfds. 
ch- f rrrrtilixer~, improved 
bteeds, feed tmikives, pesttcid653 
anB 0- rujlw3mes. Farther 
cremes in kdned leademhip and 
advancsi in ~ ~ o g y  h Aflcur- 
~ r u s t ~ p a a e w i t h a n s ~  
populatiian w will %Xw 200 mil- 
lion very smon. 

The need for I L B ~ ~ c u E E z c P ~ ? ~  coElega~ 
is greater than m6r. MCructlonal 
pmgrsms, hpwever, must take aew 
directfarm. Of our  collage gPadw1t.e~ 
ih A g r i d W  ~ducatian, Xem t b  
an~t.kmU tea84 whlle the msjorib 
now move lato otaiir agrlwl- 
positions. Bangs I.W& experts on 
tarm loans andmortgagw; andfood 
pr-zs d expefta on how 
food ig produced, stored, prfaed 
and mark&& 

Sam Ixollston State Collage hss a 
conthuhg role aa s senior co- 
rn.~- g- -bm leadinl: 
tal l-aradmsster* 
gm?s. Wdthtn thts scope* &grioul- 
ture shrdeats muat be t&md for 
teachislg, and for professional and 
rnmwprbl  Wtfona in few indrrs- 
tries co- wifh pPQddlm, 
P-* and merchandising of 
fa& and natural film& 

Several Wde h e s  were wed as 
pIans arm developed for the pro- 
&rsm In Agrloul.turd Education 1st 
tb? College for the years 1865-191'41 
The cbparbnent has a ria herlts#ge 
0f~rvic~!toTexas.  Itwast'bTirSk 
I n m e s t a t e t o a c c e p t ~ t s '  
for trainfgg taaclmrs as s#?adaQ 
f&lm1 im&lu$ow En b#pi@*. 
Through the years more thaP I,@~D* 
.her* beed qdified by Sam 
Sbte CO-. R o w ~ P ~ ~ .  BW- 
menk oppo*ties have ' + . I 3 4  
d r m m t i w  h recent Sos 
graduates =ed fn the bugtea 
and tedmtal phases oZ agric-, 
Resttests for off-farm professionad 
~113trPWts ha90 Incrmed Mm-  
sgaeat persmel far ~ C U l W -  
Ly rebM urban and rmal U- 
es am In mt d e m W  More frm- 
isr college instmetors of agrlcul- 
tnre will be requised, 

*From dats available at the Tks8s 
Edlteation Agency, 



Over the past seven years, majors 
in Agriculture at  Sam Houston State 
College have increaseh from 342 to 
567.** This represents a growth of 
nearly 66 percent. An increasing 
Agricultural enrollment at this in- 
stitution has come during a period 
when numbers of students in many 
other agricultural colleges apparent- 
ly have been decreasing. A growing 
student body would appear to be 
a decided asset to a forward reach- 
ing total program in Agriculture. 
College Re-alignment: 

Sam Houston State College has 
been re-aligned into six schools. 
They are: Applied Arts, Fine Arts, 
Education, Humanities, Science, and 
Graduate Studies. This alignment 
provides the administrative organi- 
zation to enhance its role as a multi- 
purpose liberal arts and teacher 
training institution. The depart- 
ments of Agriculture, Biology, Chem- 
istry, Mathematics, and Physics 
comprise the School of Science. 
Instructional and research disci- 
plines among these departments 
generally are complementary. Fa- 
cilities and equipment located in 
one department may be used by an- 
other. Students enrolled in each 
of these departments may be ex- 
pected to benefit from an increased 
coordination and communication de- 
veloped within the school. 

The Agricultural Education 
Program: 

During the past seven years a 
total of 1,323; majors in Agricultural 
Education completed their require- 
ments at  seven teacher training in- 
stitutions in Texas. Sam Houston 
State College qualified 302 students 
- more than any other inst,itution. 
Almost 234'0 of the total degrees 
were earned at  this College. 

Sam Houston State College led 
also in numbers of Masters degrees 
in Agricultural Education from 1960- 
1964. Almost 44% of the total dur- 
ing these 5 years were earned at 
this College. 

Major emphasis in Agricultural 
Education has been directed toward 
preparing students for teaching Vo- 
cational Agriculture in Texas high 
schools. Sam Houston State Col- 
lege ranks second in placement of 
students in the Vocational Agricul- 
ture program, 1959-1965. Of 352 
placed, 84 (23.9%) were graduates 
of this institution. 

**From data available at the Regis- 
trar's Office, Sam Houston State 
College. 

*Compiled by Vocational Agricul- 
ture Teachers Association of 
Texas. Data from Prairie View 
A&M (58 graduates) were exclud- 
ed, as placement data were not 
available. 

There are 275 Sam Houston State 
College graduates among the pres- 
ent total (white) Vocational Agri- 
culture instructors in Texas. They 
comprise 27.6 percent of this pro- 
fessional group. 

Many graduates of the Agricul- 
tural Education program have elect- 
ed to enter other professional agri. 
cultural occupations. An occupa- 
tional study of such graduates from 
seven Texas institutions, 1959-1965, 
disclosed that. 22.6, 22.1, 17.6, 11.9, 
8.7, 6.5 and 6.6% entered Vocational 
Agriculture teaching, science teach- 
ing, professional agriculture, gradu- 
ate study, farming or ranching and 
other fields, respectively. 

Placement possibilities for gradu- 
ates from the Department appear 
brighter than ever before. Faculty 
members are expecting an enroll- 
ment of over 1,000 Agriculture stu- 
dents in the years immediately 
ahead. They look forward to the 
challenge, realizing that employ- 
ment opportunities in Agriculture 
are attractive for students well 
trained in various modem agricul- 
tural curricula. 

The Agricultural Education 
Curriculum: 

Three curricula in Agriculture are 
listed in current catalogs of the col- 
lege. They are Agricultural Busi- 
ness, Agricultural Education and 
Agricultural Science. At present, 
department majors are divided 
about equally among the various 
courses of study. 

The Agricultural Education cur- 
riculum has served in the past to 
prepare students for teaching Vo- 
cational agriculture. I t  has served 
also in training for agricultural oc- 
cupations where a fairly general 
knowledge in Agricultural Science 
and ths com&unications skills 
developed through this program 
are at a premium. A s  more 
students each year have elected to 
accept professional positions in ag- 
riculturally based industries than 
to teach, it appears that greater em- 
phasis should be placed on the tech- 
nological aspects of the curriculum. 
I t  is proposed that students desir- 
ing training in this area be identi- 
fied with an Agricultural Science 
curriculum. Prospective teachers of 
Vocational Agriculture then would 
complete additional course work re- 
quired for certificztion. 

During their Freshman and Soph- 
omore years, Agricultural Science 
majors will be expected to complete 
specified basic course work in Agri- 
culture, Biology, Chemistry, Eng- 
lish, Geography, History, Mathe- 
mathics, and Physical Education. 
Only courses readily accepted for 
transfer credit at other agricultural 
institutions have been included in 
each discipline. For example, the 
basic course in Zoology recommend- 

ed for pre-medical, pre-veterinary 
and science majors has been speci- 
fied in the Agricultural Science cur- 
riculum. 

In the Junior year, students will 
undertake specified advanced level 
courses in Agricultural Marketing, 
Agricultural Mechanics, Animal I - -  
trition, Crops, Genetics, Gov .- 
ment, Micro-biology, and Soi' 

Course work has been des . ., L. 
rather rigidly in the first thre- - 
of this curriculum. It wa.; + 

to help insure that students .w. 
acquire broad and solid foundations 
in the major agricultural and liber- 
al arts disciplines. 

Agricultural Science majors will 
be free during their last year to 
select areas of specialization in *q- 
ricultural Technology, and Huma~ 
ities or Agricultural Educatiol* Stu  
dents electing the latter couL:,. of 
study will follow guidelines of the 
State requirements for cqrtific@tion,.. ,.,. 
The Provisional certificate' in' Voca-L 
tional Agriculture usually may b6.' -,: 
earned in one semester after com- 
pletion of requirements for the B.S. 
degree. 

Prospective employers of Agricul- 
tural Science graduates desire per- 
sonnel proficient in leadership and ! 
communications skills. Concerted 
efforts are made throughout our 
program to help students develop 
these important traits. Seminars, 
term papers and oral examinations . 
are used often in advanced courses. 
Students also are guided and syp- . : 
ported strongly by Agriculture De- ' ' 
partment faculty members to gain 
extracurricular experiences in coun- 
seling, tutoring, student organiza- 
tions, judging contests, campus and 
departmental tours, social events 
and others. 

Modem, w e l l  p l a n n e d  a n d  
equipped laboratory and farm facil- 
ities will be required if the 
College is to compete successfully 
in the future for superior students 
and faculty members. New facil- 
ities have been planned for Sam 
Houston State College. Limitations 
of time do not permit me to discuss 
further this important aspect of our 
program. 

Summary: 

The total program in Agricultural 
Education at Sam Houston State 
College is built on a rich heritage of 
service to Texans. I t  has been un- 
surpassed in providing Vocational 
Agriculture instructors for Texas 
High Schools. This program is und- 
ergoing major changes in view of 
shifting emphases towards increas- 
ing employment opportunities for 
Vocational Agriculture students in 
off-farm agricultural occupations. 
The improved program is important 

(Continued on Back Page 



sad deserves conl5nued emphash. 1 tw program involves superior 
students, cursi&m, f&ctkI@ aiid 

I 
facilities joined in a forward reach- 
ing, IWnmnE~ts  blending of fns- 
++o~E, research, -&&ion a ~ d  
p%blic service. &Wrmistrators snd 
the Agrictiltursl fadfiy at Sam 
Houston Skate CoUege are pIw3ged 
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