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been suggested thot NACTA originate 
prizes for teochers of college ogriculture. 
As one means o f  evaluating the prize-win- 
ning teachers, ~t has been suggested that 
stondorized examinations could be made on 
the material prepared by the oforementioned 
workshop group. These tests could be od- 
ministered during a course or perhaps as o 
fino1 examinotion. The effectiveness o f  a 
teacher could be evaluated by the scores 
his students make on these tests. Evoluation 
sheets f i l led out by  the students hove been 
suggested as o basis for selecting teachers 
for recognition and awards. There may 
be other more satisfactory methods far this 
selection. 

As mentioned earlier, o wealth of 
work has been done that could serve as a 
basis for a n  accreditation function by  
NACTA. This work should be continued 
and perfected with the hope that in  the 
future it can be applied to NACTA schools. 

View Point o f  Foundations 

One of the concepts dear to al l  foun; 
dations' hcorts is that of "seed money. 
They a l l  wish to  make grants to  begin a 
program that wi l l  be token u p  by  other 
ogencies; or they desire t o  make grants to 
o progrom thot wil l  be widely copied be- 
cause o f  i ts effectiveness. 

Foundations ore looking for origin01 
progroms to  support. Mr. Monning M. Pat- 
t i l lo o f  the Donforth Foundation, pointed 
out the deorth o f  SIJF~ programs i n  the fol- 
lowing statement: I t  is precisely o t  this 
point I a m  convinced, that American high- 
er educotion is weakest. Most of our i w o  
thousand colleges ore unimaginative. The 
institutions that hove shown originolity i n  
homrn~r ing  out their progroms are rare, in- 
deed. I31 

Cornrnittce Aims 

Your NACTA committee would l ike 
to  evolve a n  original, well-planned propo- 
sol thot wil l  effectively improve college 
teaching i n  ogriculture over a long period 

of time. W e  hope the program wil l  be of 
such quality that i t  wil l  be imitated by  or- 
ganizations similor to NACTA in mony 0th- 
er fields. A t  present, the proposal is i n  o 
very f luid state, ond the committee cer- 
tainly needs the suggestions of every 
NACTA member. I f  you have ideos, please 
contoct one o f  the committee members list- 
ed in  the editor's note, well in advance of 
the 1963 Conference. 
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Leaders in  agricultural education have, 
for many years, advocated the teaching of 
agriculture in our school systems beyond the 
realm o f  the vocation01 agriculture progrom. 
There is so much of ogriculture thot per- 
tains to  and contributes to  the lives of every 
person, that boys and girls, both a t  the 

elementary and secanda level, as well as 
men ond women i n  corege or university, 
should hove the opportunity and be en- 
couroged to  take o t  leost one course in 
general ogriculture. I t  is just as apropos 
to  generol education as a required course 
i n  art  or music appreciation. 

A n  oporooch which may serve two 
such purposes, in due time, is the offering 
of agriculture for science credit to  pros- 
pective teachers ir elementary education. 
Many colleges require science hours credit 
for elementary teachers to  the point tho t  
they have to  take a number o f  odvonced 
courses that are of l i t t le help t o  them in  
teaching young children. I f  on  occeptable 
course i n  agriculture is developed, not only 
are the prospective teachers given a broader 
educotion i n  a basic industry as consumers 
and future homemokers, but  olso ore con- 
siderably aided i n  teaching certoin units to  
elementaw school children. 

Such a course i n  agricultural science 
wos developed and odopted in  the spring 
quarter o f  1959 at  Southern Illinois Uni- 
versity. I t  has proven very populor. The 
course is bui l t  upon the more scientific os- 
pects o f  animal and plant culture including 
a study of soils. To  meet science require- 
ments, there must be a two-hour laboratory 
session per week. These laborotory periods 
consist lorgely of visits to  the School o f  
Agriculture's teaching and research centers 
for poultry, dairy, beef, sheep, ond swine; 
the ogronomy experiment station; the hor- 
ticulture and small-fruit station; the green- 
houses; the poultry and egg laborotory; the 
soils laboratory; cnd a downtown mi lk  pro- 
cessing plant. The person i n  charge o f  each 
o f  these teaching ond experiment01 stations 

demonstrates and discusses the work being 
done and answers questions. A written re- 
port is required of the students on each o f  
these laboratory experiences. 

I n  addit~on, these experiences ore dis- 
cussed in  class ond suggestions ore made 
relat~ve to  those portions that  would lend 
themselves t o  teaching units o t  the ele- 
mentary level. Each class member is re- 
quired to prepare and submit a teaching ar 
lesson plan suitable for use in  a chosen 
grade, on ony three to  five of the above 
mentioned oreas of ogricultural experiences. 
Since the majority o f  the closs members have 
been women and most o f  them reared in  
towns ond cities, the laboratory experiences, 
by their own statements, have been the 
highlights o f  the course. 

Perhaps other ogriculture departments 
or divisions of ogriculture wi th in non-land 
grant colleges or universities are olready 
cooperating with the education people i n  
their respective institutions in  offering such 
a n  agricultural course. I f  not, ond you are 
looking for an addition01 orea o f  service, 
t ry  it. We, o t  this school, are f irmly can- 
vinced there is o need for on agricultural 
science course for elementary teochers. Of 
necessity the course must be opproved by 
the elementary educotion deportment and 
supported by them. 
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