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parentsweremade,and
8.High School counselorspoke to vocationalagriculture classes

aboutfieldsrelatedtoagriculture.Neitherwasdegreelevelofteachers
studiedsignificantlyrelated.

Responses of the teachers to the question, "Have they
(counselors, parents, principals, etc.) sufficient information
upon which to base such (educational plans) counsel?", were

equally divided; 13"yes", 14"no", and 17"undecided."
Several items not directly related to attending college

showed significant differences. Teachers with M. S. degrees
tended to take"Vocational agriculture students to the campus

to visit agricultutal faculty at a significantly higher rate than
did teachers with B.S.degrees. Vocational agriculture teachers
who invited College of Agriculture students to talk to high
school agriculture classes also took vocational agricultural
students to the campus to visit with agricultural faculty

,significantly more than teachers who did not use college
students in their high school classes. Many educational
functions involving travel away from the local high school
were significantly related to each other. For example, teachers
who attended the State FFA Camp also attended the
Veterinary Medicine Open House. Those who attended the
State FFA Camp also attended the National FFA Convention.
Those who attended the State FFA Camp also attended the

State Judging Contests. Those who attended the Veterinary
Medicine Open House also attended the Engineers' Open
House.

Teachers who attended Agricultural Science Day also

visited parents on the subject of their sons attending college at
a significantly higher level than teachers not attending
Agricultural Science Day. Teachers with M. S. degrees visited
students' parents about their sons attending college more than
did teachers with B. S. degrees and those with M. S. degrees
tended to invite significantly more Kansas State University
Students to talk to high school vocational agriculture classes.
Teachers who visited with parents most about their sons

attending college also tended to post scholarship records in
their classrooms.

Use of Kansas Agriculture Experiment Station bulletins in
classrooms and visits to students' parents about their sons

attending college were negatively related. Net worth of
farming programs was significantly related to adult classes

the

-
greater the net worth, the more classes.

Twenty different suggestions for improving teachers' and
other adults' counsel to students on educational plans were

listed bytheteachers three most frequently:
1.Moreup-to-dateinformationneededonspecificopportunitiesin

agriculturallyrelatedfields;
2.Peopleinvolved(counselors,principals,andothers)shouldstudy

opportunitiesmore,and
3.Educate parents on counseling children in educational

opportunitiesinagriculture.

Conclusions
Datareportedinthisstudysupportthefollowingconclusions:

1.Most agricultural functions on the KansasState University
campus commonly used to communicate career and education
opportunities seem not to attract students to the College of
Agriculture.

2.The State Agriculturaland Farm MechanicsJudgingcontests
heldannuallyontheKansasStateUniversitycampusmaybethemost
important on-campus function in the College of Agriculture for
attractingstudents.

3.Asrecruitingdevices,theCollegeof AgricultureOpenHouse
andothersimilarfunctionsarequestionable.

4.Most selected vocational agriculture teaching techniques

expected to be closely related to students' decisions to attend the
College of Agriculture, individually, seemed to have little, if any,
influence.

5.If posting scholarship records is a reflection of teachers'
attitudes toward academic excellence or an incentive for students to

recognize their capacities for educational growth, this activity may have
inferences related to the student's reason for attending an agricultural

college.
6.Training in FFA leadership develops individual selfconfidence

and encourages students to excel but seems not to contribute
substantially to astudent's enrolling inthe College ofAgriculture.

7.Net worth ofvocational agriculture supervised farming programs
does not seem to contribute to a student's attending the College of
Agriculture.

8.Academic degree level ofvocational agriculture teachers appears
not to contribute to their students choosing to attend the College of
Agriculture.

9.Local high school functions in which agriculture faculty and
students from the college participate do not appear to be materially
related to high school students' decisions to enroll in the College of
Agriculture immediately after highschool graduation.

10.Vocational agriculture teachers with masters degrees tend to
make more use of College faculty in various ways and tend to bemore
conversant with parents regarding the value of acollege education than
are teachers with bachelor degrees.

11.Some vocational agriculture teachers desire more up-to-date
information onspecific opportunities in agriculturally related fields and
they tend to believe counselors, parents and others should be more
fully informed inthe same areas.

Recommendations.

1.Since professional agriculturalists areinshort supply, efforts must
be made to fill the demand. This study did not clearly identify many
factors that contribute to increasing enrollment in a College of
Agriculture, so other research that defines functional activities is
necessary.

2.Farmers' children should not continue to beamong thelowest in

percentage attending college, especially since so few will be able to
remain on farms. Means of encouraging them to attend college should
be determined and applied.

3.On-campus activities intended to encourage students to attend
colleges of agriculture should be examined and possibly altered if
recruiting isamajor objective.

4. Agricultural teacher educators and other agriculture faculty must
search in their teaching, research and extension activities for ways to
attract and hold students if agriculturists are to be provided for
available positions.

5.Particular attention should be given by Kansas vocational
agriculture teachers to making each of their high school students aware
of the many available opportunities in the farm-related professional
fields.

6.Teachers who have not participated in the State Judging and
Farm Mechanics contests should beencouraged to consider thepossible
direct and indirect educational values and giveopportunities for their
students to enter one ormore of these competitive areas.

7.Teacher training programs should demonstrate and emphasize
various techniques for recognizing student academic success and other
desirable accomplishments.
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