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Abstract 

A research project on the globalization of learning 
environments for students at north central U.S. colleges of 
agriculture was conducted in 1998. Findings for a one-year 
period included: 1) over 1.000 students participated in study 
and work abroad; 2) over 5300.000 in study abroad 
scholarship money was available to students through their 
colleges of agriculture; 3) over 2,500 intcrnational studcnts 
studied at these colleges; 4) few colleges require the study of 
another language; 5) 1 college offers a degree and 4 colleges 
offer a major or secondary major with a significant focus on 
global dimensions; and 6) over 1,000 faculty and star( 
traveled to other countries. 

Introduction 

In the late 1 9 8 0 ~  the North Central Curricular 
Committee Project brought together senior scholars and 
those charged with curricular responsibilities to develop an 
agenda for increasing the international focus in ugricultural 
curricula. One significant output of their work was a 
conference and proceedings entitled, "Educating for a Global 
Perspective: International Agricultural Curricula Tor 2005." 
Dr. Duane Acker, one of the contributors to the dialogue, set 
forth a challenge when he stated, ". . . any college of 
agriculture curriculum today or in the future musl he 
intcrnational in concept and content" (The North Central 
CurriculaCornmittee Project, 1989). 

This paper presents some of the results of a 
research project undertaken in 1998 pertaining to the 
Globalizing Agricultural Science and Education Programs for 
America (GASEPA) initiative of the Board on Agriculture. 
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National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges. The goals of the research were to I )  test a 
globalization baseline survey instrument; 2) collect data on 
the current status of globalization at north central region 
colleges of agriculture; and 3)  establish an initial data set as a 
baseline for monitoring Suture progress in the globalization of 
research, extension, and teaching programs. The results 
reported in this paper focus specifically on the globalization 
of learning environments under goal two of thc research 
project. 

The paper builds on the notion that quality 
education includes the globalization of students' learning 
environment. Susan Bcrreslbrd, President of thc Forci 
Foundation, explains that globalization "describes the rapid 
and accelerating worldwide movement of technology, goods. 
capital, people, and ideas" (Ford Foundation, 1997). 

Building on the progress of the last decade, U.S. 
colleges of agriculture need to dramatically expand such 
offerings to infuse a global perspective into the undergradu- 
ate learning experience. Moreover, globalization of agricul- 
ture programs may well be a key pathway to continuous 
improvement of quality at U.S. land grant institutions in the 
Twenty-first Century (Acker and Scanes, 1998). The 
GASEPA initiative responds to growing concern that public 
universities must be more effective in preparing clientele to 
succeed in a globally interdependent work and living 
environment. 

The vision as outlined by [hc GASEPA initiative 
(National Association of State Universities and Land Grant 
Colleges, 1997) is '-to develop globally competent stakehold- 
ers, faculty, and students in  the U.S. food, agriculture, and 
natural resourcc sectors who live, cornpcte, and work well i n  
an ever-dynamic and interdependent world community." 
Furthermore, the stated mission of GASEPA (National 
Association ol' State Universities and Land Grant Colleges, 
1997) is  hat an international dimension is incorporated into 
teaching, research. and es~ension programs so that I) our 
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graduates understand and appreciate the global environ- 
ment in which agriculture functions, 2) our research and 
extension programs have access to the best ideas and 
technologies regardless of where they are generated or 
developed, and 3) the above strengthen U.S. international 
cnmpetitiveness within a sustainable global agricultural 
systclll. 

Methods 

A survey with I I questions was sent to 
representatives of the North Central International Agricul- 
ture Directors group at 14 colleges of agriculture. The survey 
solicited, among other things, data on numbers of students 
arid faculty traveling abroad, amount of funding available for 
study :ibroad scholarships, foreign language requirements, 
availability of majors and minors related to international 
agriculture, and the number of foreign students on 
campuses. Respondents were asked to utilize data from a 
recent 12-month period in answering the questions. Some 
elected to report on the previous fiscal year while others 
provided data for the 1997 calendar year. All colleges 
surveyed responded; however. not all colleges provided 
data on each survey item. Data were analyzed at Iowa State 
University. For purposes of this paper. only datadealing with 
student-oriented learning environments are presented. 
Limitations of the study include the following: 

1) The indicators were selected by the authors as a subset 
of globalization indicators developed as part of the 
GASEPA initiative. They were selected on the basis of 
their contribution to the understanding of the current 
status of globalization in colleges of agriculture and on 
the practicality of daiu collection. Data such as the 
extent to which curric~~la have been infused with an 
international dimension are much harder to quantiFy 
and collect, yet may be better indicators of the status of 
globalization within institutions (Wilson, 1998, per- 
sonal communication). 

2) Only 14 colleges of agriculture were surveyed in one 
region of the United States. No attempts were made to 
survey a larger group of colleges nor to extrapolate the 
results to a larger group of colleges. 

Results and Discussion 

The international experience of faculty is an 
irnpor~:~nt cornerstone of globalized student learning 
environments. The numher of north central college of 
agriculture faculty and staff traveling to other countries 
during a recent 12-month period ranged from 3 to 170 per 
college (Figure 1). In total, over 1,000 nips were made to other 
countries. Among respondents, Iowa State, Purdue, 
Minnesota, and Michigan State all had over 100 faculty and 

Figure 1. Number of faculty and staff traveling to other countries. 
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staff traveling to other countries. Future surveys also should 
consider collecting information to permit reporting on the 
percent of faculty and staff traveling to other countries, the 
length of stay, the primary purpose of the travel, and the 
impact of the international experiences in relation to 
students' future involvement. 

North central colleges of agriculture are making a 
concerted effort to increase the number of students who 

study and work abroad. Over 1,000 students (3% of students 
in reporting colleges of agriculture) traveled abroad for work 
or study during the reporting period. Among respondents, 
Michigan State, Iowa State, Minnesota. Purdue, Illinois, Ohio 
State, and Missouri led the region in the number of students 
who participated in study and work abroad. 
(Table 1). Future surveys should attempt to disaggregate by 
length of stay abroad. to learn more about the intensity of 
cross-cultural interaction and the i~npact of the study abroad 
experience. 

Table 1. Work and Studv Abroad Partici~ants as a Percentaac of Total enroll men^ in Colleges of Agriculture. 

University Number of Students in Number ofGraduateand Percent of College 
College of Undergraduate Students Enrollment 

Agriculture* Who workeclor Studied 
Abroad 

University of Illinois 2,641 
Iowa State University 3,336 
Kansas State University 2,373 
Lincoln University 140 
Michigan State University 3,463 
University of Minnesota 2,O 17 
University of Missouri 2,47 1 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 1.975 
North Dakota State University 840 
The Ohio State University 3,124 
Purdue University 3,061 
South Dakota State University 1,978 
Southern Illinois University 1,03 1 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 3,384 

TOTAL 3 1,834 

'Fall, 1997 enrollment figures. Source: Food and Agricultural Education Information System, 1998 

Students are concerned about how to pay for study 
abroad. Over $300.000 was available to college of agriculture 
students in the north ccnual region through their colleges of 
agriculture (Figure 2). Michigan State. Ohio State, IowaState. 
Illinois, Missouri, and Purdue led the region in the amount of 
funding available to students. Future surveys should 
attempt to collecr data on scholarships available both within 
the college of agriculture and from the university, as 
scholarship funds for study abroad are administered only at 
the university level in some cases. 

International students arc well represented at all 
reporting institutions. Over 2.500 international students 

studied at north central colleges of agriculture. The 
University of Wisconsin-Madison led the region with 
approximately 350 international students (Figure 3). Future 
surveys should attempt to disaggregate undergraduate and 
graduate international students. Universities might benefit 
from analytical work on barriers to and successful methods of 
effectively integrating international students into the fabric 
of those institutions to take advantage of the diversity 
provided by these students. 

Few colleges of agriculture require the study of 
another language. Ten colleges reported h a t  they have no 
foreign language requirement (Table 2). 
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Table 2. Colleges of Agriculture that Do Not Require Foreign Language Study for Graduation. 

No Foreign Language Requirement for Graduation 

Iowa State University 
Kansas Stntc University 
Lincoln University 
Michigan State University 
Norrh Dakota State University 
Purdue Univcrsity 
Southern Illinois Univcrsity 
Univcrsity of Minnesota 
Univcrsi ty of Missouri 
Univcrsity of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Figure 2. Funding made available by colleges of agriculture for study abroad scholarships at selected north central 
universities. 

NACTA JournalmMarch 2000 



Many studenls want to pursue a degree, a major, or a minor secondary rnajor with a significant focus on global 
related to international studies or international agriculture. dimensions. The names utilized by respondents' institutions 
One of the colleges offers a degree and four offer :I major or for majors, minors, and certificates are listed in Table 3. 

Table 3. Maiors. Minors. and Certificates Offered by Collepes ofA.griculture. 

Category Nanle 

Degree International Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Major International Agriculture (secondary major) 

International Studies (secondary major) 
International Studies with an emphasis in International A,oriculcure 

Minors 
International Agriculture (found at four colleges) 
Socio-economic Devcloprnent 
International Studies 
International Affairs (emphasis in Incurnational Agriculture) 

Certificates Global Food Security 
Global Studies Promam 

The survey used to collect thesc data was a blunt 
instrument at best. The recommendations reccived for 
improvement of the sunrey instrument should help other 
researchers as they attempt to conduct similar surveys. The 
trade-off between lcvcl of specificity ol' dara requested and 
efficiency for respondents was, to varying degrees, made in 
favor of the latter. The research benet?ted from a 1008 
response rate. 

The north central region colleges of agriculture 
have an impressive array of efforts under way to globalize the 
learning environment. However, there is considerable 
\r;iriation among collcgcs. This variation lends itself lo 

mutually beneficial sharing of experiences and program ideas 
among colleges. 

Dnla in this study provide a snapshot of the current 
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state of globalization in north central colleges of agriculture. 
Major findings for a I-year period included: I )  over 1.000 
students participated in study and work abroad; 2) over 
$300.000 in study abroad scholarship money was available to 
students through their colleges of agriculture: 3) over 2,500 
international students studied at these colleges; 4) few 
colleges require the study of a foreign language; 5) 1 college 
offers a degree and 4 colleges offer a major or secondary 
major wiih a significant focus on global dimensions; and 6) 
over 1,000 faculty and staff traveled to other countries. This 
baseline can serve as a benchmark for measuring progress 
toward the implementation of the GASEPA initiative. 
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Abstract 

Data on the use of time were collected via a one- 
week lime diary from 136 students enrolled in three 
agricultural economics courses at Ohio State University. 
Averagc hourly use of time per week for these studcnts was: 

'Graduate student in the Collegestudent Personnel 
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Srate Univ. 
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sleeping (55.3) stud) ing (2 1.3), planned recreatiotdleisure 
(19.0), in-class ( l6.4), job (12.3). travel ( l0 .7) ,W (103 ,  eating 
(8. I ) ,  personal hysiene (7. I ) ,  student activities (3.6), 
telephone (1.4) and other (2.6). This time profile generally is 
similar to that of the American population, except that "being 
a student" is the primary job. Time spent on acaden~ics (in- 
class and studying) exceeded other uses of time, excluding 
sleep. This suggests school was a top priority. Studying, 
recreation, job. TV, and student activities exhibited the most 
\ariation among the respondents. Advisors need to help 
students understand incongruities that exist between their 
objectives and allocation of time. No significant bivariate 
relationships were found between any time-use activity and 
quarter GPA. Thus, the relationship between time use and 
academic performance, if it exists, is acomplex interaction of 
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