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USDA-NIFA Funding 
• Create learner-centered, reusable learning 
modules (RLMs) for communication 
instruction for undergraduate students in 
the animal, plant, and poultry sciences.

• Support from advisory group of faculty and 
industry professionals.



Employer Needs (Crawford et al., 2011)

1. Listen effectively.
2. Communicate accurately and concisely.
3. Effective oral communication.
4. Communicate pleasantly and professionally.
5. Effective written communication.
6. Asking effective questions.
7. Communicate appropriately and 

professionally using social media.

8,111 participants: 31 universities and 282 employers



Instructor 
Needs

• Incorporate 
technology into 
courses.

• Design high-quality 
courses with time 
remaining.

• Curriculum is 
designed for 
faculty who teach 
communication- or 
writing-intensive 
courses.



Module Characteristics
• Instruction text + videos + decision trees
• Scenarios based on current issues in 
agriculture with immediate feedback.

• Integrate audio, video, interactions, and text 
to engage learner.

• Reflection and 
comparison to industry 
expectations.

(TAMU, 2017)



Module 
Description

Learning 
Outcomes

List of 
Assignments





Module Delivery
• Face-to-face, hybrid, and stand-alone delivery 
modes.

• Multiple learning management systems.
• Used in existing 
courses as a
supplement to 
current curricula.

(TAMU, 2017)







Impact of RLMs
• Student assessments:

• Formative
• Summative
• Pre- & Post-Assessment

• Faculty Feedback.
• Industry Review.

(TAMU, 2017)







Module Timeline
• Summer 2018:

• Complete writing curricula.
• Fall 2018 – Spring 2019:

• Pilot test modules 
at TAMU and 
PVAMU.

• Fall 2019:
• Available for broad 
dissemination. 

(TAMU, 2017)
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