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Organic agriculture continues to grow 
in the marketplace…

Organic Trade Association (2016). State of the Organic Industry.  



…and in the field. 

Greene et al. (2017) USDA ERS



Universities are increasingly offering 
organic ag learning opportunities. 

OFRF (2012). 2012 Land Grant Assessment. www.ofrf.org



But organic ag presence is patchy. 



Our Overall Project Goal

• Develop multi-regional organic 
agriculture undergraduate curriculum at 
the introductory level for diverse 
student audiences



Step 1: Interview Faculty (n = 19)
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Includes those at land-grant (12) and non-land-grant (5) institutions



Step 2: Develop framework

rjabbour@uwyo.edu



Are these topics covered in your class?
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Social Justice (n=17)

Climate Change (n=17)
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Certification (n=17)

Pests (n-15)

Soils (n=14)

Yes
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Step 3: Create modules
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Each module’s 
contents are 
mapped onto the 
framework





Short Films Created

Operations 
Represented

• Diverse vegetables 
(FL, TX, PA)

• Small grains (CO, NY)
• Livestock (WY, CO)

• Certification & 
compliance

• Marketing
• Livestock production
• Pest management
• Nutrient management
• Advice to students 

who want to farm
• Advice to eaters



Large organic dairy in Colorado

Small organic beef ranch in Wyoming



Step 4: Module testing & updates

• All modules tested in an Organic Food 
Production course at University of Wyoming

• Individual modules shared with instructors at 
8 other institutions for testing (currently 
compiling feedback from instructors)



Step 5: Public Sharing Plan

• Plan to place materials on Sustainable 
Agriculture Education Association 
curriculum sharing webspace

• Short films are publicly available on our 
Youtube channel “Organic Producers 
Perspectives”

• Please contact me in the meantime and 
I will gladly email you materials!

• rjabbour@uwyo.edu
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		Criteria

		Range



		Position

		Instructor [2], Assistant Professor [6], Associate Professor [6], Professor [3], Regents Professor [1], Program Director [1]



		Department

		Horticulture [4], Plant Science [6], Crop & Soil Science [5], Agriculture [2], Biology [1], Natural Resources [1]





		Institution Type



		Land grant [12], Other 4-year [2], Liberal arts college [1], Hispanic serving [3]



		Teaching appointment



		15-100% (avg 54%)



		Years Teaching Organic



		2-15 years (avg 8.3 years)
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