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• Youth lack of exposure to nature
• Most youth time spent in schools
• Lack of educational STEM resources
• Reduced funds for teacher 

professional development
• Extension can provide free 

professional development for expert 
designed interdisciplinary STEM 
standards-based curricula 

Why Nature?

NATURE 
DEFICIT 

DISORDER
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Benefits of Nature

Intellectual Emotional Social

Spiritual Physical
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The Nature of Teaching: 
Curriculum

Formal:
39 lessons 

STEM standards-
based

Classroom-ready
Grades K-12
Designed for 

teachers

Informal:
5 lessons

Family-friendly
Field-day ready

Grades K-6
Designed for 
nonformal 
educators

Natural 
resources

STEM
Free

Pilot tested 
Expert-

reviewed
Wildlife, health 
and wellness, 

food waste
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Getting to Know: Formal 
Curricula
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2019 IPRA Conference

All found at 
www.purdue.edu/nature
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Getting to Know: Informal 
Curricula
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The Nature of Teaching: 
Path to Success

2010-Teacher 
focus groups

Teachers 
pilot test 

and 
review 
wildlife 
lessons

2016-IBAT team is formed, 
grad student hired, teacher 

workshops held
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The Nature of Teaching: 
Path to Success

2017-Partnership with 
Maine IFW

2018-Project coordinator 
hired, signature program
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• Currently ANR requires 1/year
• Meet county needs and Extension strategic plan
• Delivered in multiple counties
• Pilot-tested
• Multiple sessions-min 6 hours
• Some measurable medium-term outcomes, collect state-

wide data
• Potential to generate funds
• Developed by team of educators and specialists preferable

In Indiana, What is a 
Signature Program?
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• Specialists and educators working together
• Educators can present outside of their focal 

areas
• Consistent evaluation metrics to report 

state-wide impact data

Benefits of a Signature 
Program
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Sustainability

Next Steps
• Traveling totes
• Educator Guides
• IRB protocol
• Principal needs-

assessment 
• In-service professional 

development facilitated 
by educators

• Other states adopting
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Follow us on

NatureofTeaching
@NatureofTeachin

#tntPurdue
Free resources available at 

Purdue.edu/nature


