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Benefits associated with classroom humor

• Interest
• Reduced anxiety
• Creates bonds
• Diffuses conflict
• Builds trust
• Extends life

Helps create a positive social and emotional learning environment

• Fosters learning
• Improves understanding
• Increases retention
• Motivation
• Attendance







Types of Humor
Physical
Self-depreciating
Surreal
Improvisational
Wit-Wordplay
Topical
Observational
Bodily
Dark

Humor

Modes of Delivery
Jokes
Stories, Personal experience
Videos
Pictures

Genre
Side-splitting
Intellectual / Dry

https://youtu.be/-pTYQhdOuZ0

https://youtu.be/-pTYQhdOuZ0
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What do Alexander the Great 
and Winnie the Pooh have in 
common?
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What can go wrong?
• Inconsistent with level of student understanding

• Inconsistent with student context

• Offensive, rude, sarcastic

• Excess of unrelated humor

• Overly subtle



For it to be effective, they need to hear, 
comprehend and be able to relate.
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Pterodactyl







What can go wrong?
• Inconsistent with level of student understanding

• Inconsistent with student context

• Offensive, rude, sarcastic

• Excess of unrelated humor

• Overly subtle



What can go wrong?
• Inconsistent with level of student understanding

• Inconsistent with student context

• Offensive, rude, sarcastic

• Excess of unrelated humor

• Overly subtle







What can go wrong?
• Inconsistent with level of student understanding

• Inconsistent with student context

• Offensive, rude, sarcastic

• Excess of unrelated humor

• Overly subtle



Assessment

• Did they laugh or smile?

• Did they appear to be puzzled?

• Did they appear offended?



You conducted humor

Consider a slight 
alteration before using 

again

Did a majority look confused?

Did someone smile or conduct 
a “positive groan”?

Use again on new 
students

Did your boss call you in his 
office regarding attempt?

Stop that humor 

No YES

No

YES

No

YES

NO

YES

Any reason to believe you 
offended someone?



Not working?

• Practice

• Refrain from current methods

• Fix the humor you have.

• Find another means of incorporating humor

• Borrow humor from others.





How does 
NASA organize 
a party? 
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What is a pirate’s 
favorite letter?  
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