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Community Issues as Design 
Problems

• While	problems	are	
often	framed	in	
terms	of	their	
economic	or	social	
aspects,	they	are	
embodied	within	the	
built	environment.





Design Engagement as Fulfilling 
of Land-grant Mission



Design Engagement as a 
University Response

University-Community	
Engagement

- Service-learning
- Civic	Engagement
- Participatory	Action	Research
- Co-design
- Extension	Landscape	

Architecture



USU Extension LA: 
Formats of Engagement

40	Year	Legacy
• Design	Consultation
• Annual	LAEP	Charrette	
Facilitation

• Studio-Based	Project	
Engagements

• Advisory	Role:	NPS	
RTCA



Situated within Broader 
Assessment of Extension LAEP

The	program’s	alumni	and	current	students	
were	surveyed	to	determine	impacts	of	
Extension-based	engagement	activities,	their	
perceived	value,	and	support	for	Extension-
based	collaborations.



Survey

• Distributed	online	survey	(Qualtrics)	to	800	
program	alumni	and	100	current	students.		

• Responses	from	68	alumni	and	23	students
• Survey	Questions:	
– Experience	with	Extension	LA
– Impacts	on	development	of	core	competencies,	
professional	practice	readiness,	and	
professional	values.



Alumni Respondents



Student Respondents



Familiarity with Extension LA?
• Alumni

• Students



Community Engagement 
Project Participation

Alumni Students



Community Engagement 
Project Typology

Alumni Students



Value for Connecting with 
Alumni and other Professionals?
Alumni Students



Included in Portfolio or Used for 
Gaining Employment?

Alumni Students



Community Engagement 
Projects as Strongest Work?

Alumni Students



Problem Solving?

Alumni Students



Impact on Digital Competencies?
Alumni Students



Graphic and Verbal 
Communication?

Alumni Students



Leadership and Collaboration? 
Alumni Students



Appreciation of Place and LA?

Alumni Students



Impact on Empathy?

Alumni Students



Alumni Interest and Support



Ripple Effects of Community 
Engagement Projects



Ripples Extend to Professional 
Competencies, Values, and 
Relationships. 


