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Why? 
– challenge to meet the graduate course needs of 

students, especially in small departments
– Increasing pressures to meet minimum course 

enrollments
– Common solution is to develop new or convert existing 

graduate courses to online delivery

HOWEVER ….  
ØTransitioning traditionally ‘face-to-face’ taught courses 

to quality online courses – often requires a complete 
re-conceptualization of teaching and learning 
strategies used by the instructor
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• Introductory graduate course on foundations of 
department disciplines – Ag Ed, Ag Comm, & Extension –
was revised using backward design

• Utilized collaborative process between instructional 
designer and lead instructor 

• Goal: transition to existing face to face course to 
an online delivery format, while maintaining the 
valuable components of student discussion and 
interaction.

WHAT?



Background
• Creating effective student engagement in online courses is 

key to success
– Dixson, M. D. (2010). Creating effective student engagement in online courses: What do 

students find engaging? J. Scholar. of Teaching and Learning, 1-13. 
– Robinson, C. C. & H. Hullinger. (2008). New Benchmarks in Higher Education: Student 

Engagement in Online Learning, J. of Educ. Business, 84:2, 101-109.

• Three critical elements in the higher education using 
online methods — Social Presence, Cognitive Presence, 
and Teaching Presence = Community of Inquiry 
framework
– Garrison, D. R., Anderson, T., & Archer, W. (2010). The first decade of the community of 

inquiry framework: A retrospective. The internet and higher education, 13(1-2), 5-9.

• Bloom’s Taxonomy - use to classify objectives, activities, 
and assessments to provide a clear, concise 
representation of a course
– David R. Krathwohl (2002) A Revision of Bloom's Taxonomy: An Overview, Theory Into Practice, 

41:4, 212-218.
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Bloom’s Taxonomy
and
Community of Inquiry

FOUNDATION

www.teachthought.com



Backward Design
– Started with a course map

• 1- goals/outcomes of course
• 2- objectives of each module
• 3- assignments and activities
• 4 - assessments

Wiggins, G., Wiggins, G. P.,
& McTighe, J. (2005).
Understanding by design. 
Ascd.

- Chunked content by 
past, present and future

- Alignment of all four 
elements is KEY
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Three 5 week modules Past, Present, & Future 
with the following course goals/outcomes 
integrated across all three that focused on: 
• 1) compare and contrast the disciplines 

regarding their past present and future, 
• 2) evaluate the integration among and across 

of the disciplines, and 
• 3) identify and examine current trends and 

grand challenges facing the disciplines. 

OBJECTIVES



Connecting Content Across Disciplines
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COURSE CONTENT
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• Innovative interaction between students was 
created with course design to include several 
e-learning tools
– Articulate StoryLine 360® for content 

delivery, 
– Perusall®, a site that allows for interactive 

annotation and discussion of readings

CREATING INTERACTION



Tools
– Articulate Storyline 360® is an e-learning authoring 

program that allows for the creation of dynamic, 
interactive content 
• Interactive & works on any device
• Easy inclusion of Interactions,                                                                                                            

assessments, decision-making activities
• Easy inclusion of narration 

and closed captions for                                                                   
accessibility
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• Perusall® – a tool for online reading:  can order and assign 
reading and discussions via textbooks, articles, or your PDFs 

• Students can annotate their readings and asynchronously respond to 
each other's comments and questions about the readings in context.  

• Integrated with 
LMS systems

TOOLS



Tools
• Perusall® 
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• Three projects
– Module 1: Past = digital presentation
– Module 2: Present = infographic
– Module 3: Future = digital or video 

presentation or written paper
• Quizzes at the end of each section of 

each module, so weekly
• Readings and prompted discussion posts 

each week
• Made relevant to student and can be part 

of their portfolio

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS
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EXAMPLE ASSIGNMENT - INFOGRAPHIC
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• https://woulditpasstoday-marks.weebly.com
EXAMPLE ASSIGNMENT – DIGITAL PRESENT.

https://woulditpasstoday-marks.weebly.com/


Student Feedback
• Small class first time offered online, Fall 2018 (n=5)
• Students indicated the course provided a wide 

range of material and resources, and facilitated 
more discussion between peers than in other online 
classes.  
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• Comprehensive re-design to make content 
and delivery engaging and relevant to the 
students, while maintaining key ingredient to 
face to face course success, student 
engagement. 

CONCLUSION
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QUESTIONS? 


