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Pre- and Post- discussion
surveys were administered

Prior to class, 50 students in the Intro to Animal Science labs read 
two papers outlining challenges related to food production that are
associated with the world's steadily increasing human population.

A new lab called Contemporary Issues was created for the ANS 151 (Intro to 
Animal Science) labs.  Was it effective?  We wanted to know. 

Students worked in
small groups to discuss
topics

Groups summarized
their thoughts and
presented them to
the class for discussion

Activities included watching
"The Scarecrow" video that
shows dairy cows locked up
in skyscrapers, chickens
being injected, and more.

Statistics: Paired T-test for pre- vs. post- survey answers, SAS version 9.3.  All shown are P<0.05. 

Results:
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Very Much

Moderately

Some

Very Little

How concerned
are you about
our ability to feed
the growing
human population?

How aware are
you of current
issues facing
animal 
agriculture?

Can you describe
the differences
between Animal Rights
and Animal Welfare?

Do you consider
the U.S food supply
to be safe,
wholesome, and
nutritious?
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End of  Class Survey:
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Has your understanding of what is considered poor animal
husbandry changed from our discussion today?

Do you have a better understanding of how animal agriculture
interacts with the environment following our discussion?

Do you have a better understanding of antibiotic usage in
animal agriculture production following our discussion?

Do you have a better understanding of hormone usage in
animal agriculture production following our discussion?

Conclusion:
The new lab was successful in stimulating student understanding of important issues
facing animal agriculture and will be continued in future years.  More information on 
quality of animal husbandry and its definition will be provided to students.
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