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The root of the idea? 

• Time is ticking until class starts and you need a quick, 

easy to implement idea for engaging students in the lesson  

• Or, your students are working in groups, but you need an 

idea to review the lesson and check for understanding.  

• Google and get more than a million results? 

• What if you had a peer-reviewed, pre-approved list of 

choices from which to quickly consult?  



Thus, the “Resource File” 

• 2009 

• My co-author started “The Resource File” as an 

assignment in Applied Instructional Strategies course 

• Good idea, but… 

• Cumbersome format in Excel 

• Students contributed  

• BUT DID NOT USE LATER 



It got better. Or different. 

• 2011 

• I inherited the course, loved the assignment, but 

wanted to “fix” some recurring student issues 

• We brainstormed and tried using the Course 

Management System 

• Same issues 



Work smarter, not harder 

• 2013 

• We decided to use a tool we were already having 

students access 

• National Association of Agricultural Educators (NAAE) 

Communities of Practice (CoP) site  

• Private class site just for Applied Instructional Strategies 

• Permission to join 

• Student “protection” behind log in 

• Student exposure to the larger resource 

 









A Sample post in 

Communities of  Practice 

Subject Instructions Materials Purpose 



Then the “low tech” genius struck 

• In working with teachers at Delta 

• “Knowbooks” were used throughout the conference 

• And a few weeks later on student teacher visits, teachers 

were pulling them off their desk to find quick reminders 

 

LOW TECH  



Emergency Activity Handbook  

• Use Communities of Practice 

• Find ideas you want to use or sound like you 

• Make it low tech  

• Write it in your own words 

• Consult when planning or on-the-fly 



What we intended 

• Quick ideas for formative 

assessment 

• Quick lesson openers 

 



What it morphed into… 

Motivational quotes and tidbits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

and notes on effective teaching 



Instructional strategies 

Tips for working with 

students with special 

needs 



Results 

The idea has been implemented for 2 years. 

To date:  

• 128 lesson opener ideas 

• 83 ideas for lesson reviews 

• 137 ideas for quality Oregon aligned content 

 

• New: Handbook or Knowbook share 



Resources 

• Communities of Practice 

• http://communities.naae.org/ 

• Moleskine Cahier Journals 

http://communities.naae.org/
http://communities.naae.org/

