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Yet—the Literature on Teaching 
says we should use small groups! 

 



My Challenging  
Course 

• AEE 226 - Computer Applications  
and Information Technology in  
Agricultural & Extension Education 

– Required of: 

• Agricultural Education 

• Extension Education 

• Agricultural Business Management 

• Agricultural and Environmental Technology 

– Elective for numerous others 

 



AEE 226 Major Instructional Units 

Web Design 

Social Media 

Microsoft Excel 

Microsoft  Word 

Microsoft  PowerPoint 

Photoshop 



Some Issues/Challenges 

• Meeting the needs of the various majors 

• Overcoming the “I already know this” 
mentality  

• Subject Centered approach 

• Substantial time spent  
grading major projects 

 



Overall, this course was excellent 

? 



What  is one to do? 



What Was Done! 

Class divided into 4 teams 

• More in a minute 

Each class started with a problem scenario 

• See next slide 

Group Projects replaced Individual  Projects 

• Stay tuned 



Sample 
Problem 

Scenarios 



My Guidelines 
for Forming 
Groups 

• No gender 
isolated 

• Weaker 
student in 
between 
stronger 
students or 
vice versa 

• Weak 
students 
easily 
accessible 
to me 

 



Hillsborough High School 



Mooreland Cooperative Extension 



Carolina Equipment 



The Hidden Valley Ranch 



 



From the Mooreland Extension Site 

 



From the Carolina  
Equipment Web Site 



 



Group Projects 

• Web Site (at least 6 different pages) (10%) 

• Social Media Campaign (5%) 

• Newsletter & Brochure (5%) 

• Excel Spreadsheet (5%) 

• PowerPoint (5%) 

30% of 
the 

grade 



The 
Autorating 
System was 

Used 

 



Autorating 
Continued 

 



My Observations 

• The “more diverse” the group, the better it 
“clicked” (majors, gender) 

• If a student missed a class or was having a 
problem, the other team members brought 
the student up to speed 

• Overall, quality of assignments was higher 

• Time spent on grading was greatly reduced 



Overall, this course was excellent 


