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STUDENT FARMSN GROWING NATIONWIDE
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Lack of Communication
Among Student Farms

Existing research has focused on sustainable
agriculture education and curriculum development

Currently there 1s a lack of research and
communication that targets shared characteristics,
educational strategies, etc. on student farms.

NCSU 1s 1n beginning stages of developing a student
farm and wanted to further investigate these topics
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CEFS interns workmg at NCSU AEF student educatlon plots
(Summer 2012).
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Study Objectives

The objectives include:
» Identify key characteristics of student farms

% Describe successful educational and outreach activities
for students and community on student farms

» Identify funding strategies for the establishment and
long-term management of student farms

» Describe current challenges and suggested solutions for
student farms nationwide
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Delphi Methodology

Multi-round, open-ended
questioning technique

Selected a small
participating audience, all
deemed experts based on
previous knowledge and
experience

Goal 1is to reach a general
consensus among the
group participants and

implement lessons learned
at NCSU
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Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

Student farm
participants (N=34)
were contacted and
received initial 10-

qguestion online
survey

Responses were
gathered and
collated from
respondents

Survey was
redistributed to
participants with all
responses viewable

Participants were
instructed to revise
and/or edit any
previously made
responses

An exhaustive
response list of was
created and
participants were
instructed to RATE
the responses given
the appropriate
scale

All data was
collected, analyzed,
and descriptive
statistics generated




Student Farm Participants (N=34%*)

% Land-grant university (19)

% Liberal arts college (7)
s Public university (5)

Private research university (2)
% Community college (1)

auf
| \
R

* 2

Sk
* 5 VT *k *

S ! , ‘l ,‘ ) /

] g

S \ o
VA = ;
D \
" \
™
B I \
L 3
&
A

S

~ *No. of student farms initially contacted




Delphi Survey Questions

/

< 10 survey questions were answered about the following
topics:

%+ Characteristics of a student farm (overall success,
establishment, and long-term management)

< Successful educational and outreach strategies
(students and community)

< Funding strategies

< Greatest challenges and issues experienced on
student farms

»» Practical alternatives and solutions to current
challenges

<+ Future possibilities on student farms
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1. Key Characteristics of Student Farms

Experiential learning is key

Fulltime farm manager

Demonstrates sustainable
agriculture practices

Competent staff

Educationally focused




2. Student Educational and Outreach Strategies

Student internships

Students practice using farm
equipment

Interdisciplinary undergraduate and
graduate classes involved with farm

Guest lecturers (agriculture-related
and interdisciplinary)

Organic farmer course taught on-
farm

3. Community Educational and
Outreach Strategies

CSA

Host tours (K-12 and/or home-
school)

Farmers markets/plant sales

Host tours (general community)

General community education
workshops hosted by farm staff




4. Funding Strategies

Demonstrate farm is a viable asset
for college/university (strategy)

Institutional support

Market revenue (on and off-
campus)

Grant funding

-



S. Greatest Challenges on Student Farms

Constant funding

School bureaucracy/red tape

Staff burnout

6. Practical Solutions to Challenges and Issues

Lack of administrative and on Student Farms

institutional support

. Experienced farm manager
Equipment management

Clear communication between farm
staff and students

Enthusiastic and positive attitude

Establish positive relationships with
administrative support from "home
department"

Creating a sense of ownership for
students




Study Conclusions

An experienced farm manager was identified as both a successful
component and solution to challenges.

Experiential learning and interdisciplinary education identified as
important for student education strategies.

Highly rated challenges were maintaining administrative support and
constant funding.

Demonstrating the student farm as a viable asset to the institution was
identified as an important funding strategy (and can ultimately act as a
solution).

Great potential for student farms to go beyond the model of just
educating students and can engage community.
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