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APSC Undergraduates 

500 majors 
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APSC Capstone Experience 

Graduation requirement 

 Implemented for Class of 2011 

Two credits, Senior or Graduate course 

 Project-based, faculty-approved 

 Internships 

Undergraduate Research 

Study Abroad 

 Independent Studies 

Formal Courses 
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APSC Capstone Experience 

 Learning Objectives 

 teamwork 

  problem-solving 

  critical thinking 

  analysis and synthesis of information  

  improved communication skills  

  preparation for post-graduation success 

  a sense of the bigger picture 
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“Umbrella” Course (APSC 4954) 

Developed for students completing an 
individualized capstone experience  

On-site supervisor  

Faculty supervisor 

Mostly internships 

Some independent studies/undergrad research 

Offered Fall and Spring 

Culminates in a poster symposium 
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Capstone Experiences by Term 
Number of Capstone Proposals Submitted and 

Number of Students Enrolled in APSC 4954 

Term Proposals APSC 4954 

Fall 2010 61 11 

Spr 2011 32 14 

Fall 2011 82 33 

Spr 2012 51 11 

Fall 2012 94 44 

Spr 2013 55 9 

Fall 2013 64 27 
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Virginia Tech’s implementation of Sakai, 
an open-source learning and 
collaboration management system 

Replaced Blackboard 

 Includes project sites, ePortfolio sites and 
course sites 

Course site is used to manage 
individualized capstone experiences 
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Capstone Symposium 

“I was surprised by how much I enjoyed the capstone symposium. I was 

impressed by my classmate’s projects and the time and determination 

many of them dedicated.  During the symposium, the time passed quickly 

and I was excited to share my project with interested underclassmen.” 
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Student Feedback 
Course evaluations have improved 

3.1/4.0 in Fall 2010, 3.5/4.0 in Fall 2012 

 Learning objectives have been met 

98% met 5 of 7, 43% met all 7 

“I gained confidence in myself in being 

able to manage a real event, and being 

treated like an adult in charge for the 

first time.  I feel more professional with 

myself and my ability to be a leader. 

Overall my capstone experience gave 

back to me more than I expected.”  
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Thank you! 


