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Administration & Business 

      Dr. Taylor - Director 

Dr. Tilley - Assoc. Director 

Dana Fisher – SBTDC, Director 

Jessica Stewart – Grant/Office 
Coordinator 

Interns 

5-6 Business and 
Communications 
Undergraduate and Graduate 
Student Interns 

Agricultural business 

Agricultural economics 

Agricultural 
communications 

Accounting/Finance 

Economics 
 

 Engineering 

• Jennifer Vinyard – Sr. 
Design Engineer 

• Terri Ventress – Sr. 
Chemical Engineer 

• Heather Lewis – Sr. 
Design Engineer 

• Interns 
 20-25 Engineering 

Undergraduate Interns 
and Graduate Research 
Assistants 
 Industrial Engineering 
 Mechanical 

Engineering 
 Chemical 

Engineering 
 



Current Funded Programs 
Advanced Manufacturing Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge 
(AMJIAC) funded by DOE, NIST, EDA, SBA, ETA 
 
Inventors Assistance Service (IAS) funded by the Oklahoma Center 
for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST) 
 
Small Business Technology Development Center (SBTDC) 
Funded by SBA 
 
Oklahoma Advanced Research Support Program, funded by OCAST 
 
Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR), funded by USDA 
 
Industry funded technology support program, funded by industry 
 



AMJIAC 



AMJIAC Program 
Implementation 

 
 

Program delivery is based on a mentored student service 
delivery model. 
 
Projects are matched to student skill set, both graduate and  
undergraduate students participate. 
 
NPDC faculty, staff and company technology leaders share the 
Student mentoring responsibility. 
 
Some projects are farmed out to the capstone design classes  
in engineering and agricultural economics. 



Inventors Assistance Service  
(IAS) 

Assisting 60 – 70 inventors per year. 
 
Approximately 15% of inventors engaged enter the 
engineering process. 
 
Economic impact of 5:1. 
 
Implementation uses a mentored student service delivery 
model. 
 



Oklahoma Applied Research 
Support (OARS) and Small 

Business Innovative Research 
(SBIR) Programs  

These are company based research programs that rely on graduate  
student support. 
 
Graduate students mentors are NPDC faculty and staff and faculty from 
various university departments. 
 



160 K in Support 25 Companies 

 Companies engage mentored students for 
technology and innovation support. 

 Projects selected for the program need to be 
appropriate for the students ability. 

 Graduate and undergraduate students work in 
the program.  

 



 Identify and cultivate relationships with internal and 
external partners 

 Be prepared to write for grants!! 

 A full time support staff is needed to run the unit. 

 Ask companies in the program to provide financial 
support. 

 Demand professional behavior from your students. 

 Model after similar centers.  

 


