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Fall Course Syllabus 
• Which classes are you teaching for the fall? 

 

• Are your syllabi written for the fall semester? 

o Did you actually read and change anything substantial 

from the last time you taught the course? 

• Why or Why not?  
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Traditional Syllabus 
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Syllabi Components 
Learner-Centered Goals Content Elements  
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• Intended goals and 

student outcomes 

• Roles and responsibilities 

of instructor and learner 

• Communication between 

parties 

• Course logistics 

• College and instructor 

policies 

• Assessment procedures 

• Basic course Info 

• Prerequisites 

• Goals/Learning Outcomes 

• Learning Objectives 

• Course Format 

• Text and Resources 

• Assignments 

• Evaluations 

• Course Policies 

• Special Needs Students 

• Course Calendar 

• Important Dates 

• Miscellaneous 

 

So what is the learner-centered 
style difference? 



Objective 
 

• Impact of learner-centered syllabus design on 

student comprehension and retention of course 

information. 

o Policies and procedures 
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Design 
• 2 sections of Intro Ag Econ class  

o Core requirement for ag sciences majors 

o 2 treatments of syllabus 

• One section received traditional syllabus while the other 

received the learner-centered syllabus design 

• Both syllabi followed university required content format 

 

• First day of class similar set-up 

o Intros, course set-up, class activity, syllabus 

o Syllabus quiz announced for beginning of next class period 
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Syllabus Quiz 
• Focused on most important class policies and 

procedures 

o 12 questions 

o MC and short answer 

 
• Which item is the single largest component of your grade this 

semester? 

• Which of the following is NOT one of our course objectives? 

• Say you are sick and miss an exam. Describe the professor’s policy on 

making up this exam. 
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Traditional Syllabus 
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Learner-Centered Syllabus 
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Syllabus Comparison 
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Syllabus Comparison 
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Analysis 
• SPSS used for analysis 

• Independent-samples t-test used to compare 

information retention between the treatments 

• N = 61; section one, n=33; section two, n=28 

 

• Not a significant difference in the syllabus 

treatments quiz scores for section: 

• one (M= 0.67, SD= 0.15), and  

• two (M= 0.63, SD= 0.17) 

• t (59) =1.00, p= 0.318. 

Dr. Michelle Santiago 19 



Analysis 
• Unrelated to our objective but significant difference 

in comprehension for gender were found: 

 

• Male (M= 0.60, SD= 0.15), and  

• Female (M= 0.69, SD= 0.16) 

• t (59) =-2.08, p= 0.042. 
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Thank You! 
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