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Throughout the course students learn practical applications of important soil biological,
chemical, and physical properties and processes that influence everyday life.
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o | Students discover how human activities impact soils and their function in natural and
disturbed (constructed) environments.

Effluent absorption
and purification

Over the last five years annual enrollment has grown from 20 to nearly 450 students
(Fig. 1).

Student and peer evaluation of the course have been excellent (Fig. 2). Highly positive
student response Is primarily related to the course emphasis on practical connections
between soils and human life on global, regional, and local scales .

Students greatly appreciate the mastery learning approach (formative and summative
exams) utilized to evaluate student learning.

Opportunities for college students to learn scientific principles through the study of soll
will substantially enhance public understanding of the importance of soll to life and
encourage conservation of an essential natural resource.
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