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Service-Learning Definition
A method of teaching and learning that 
integrates community service activities 
i t d i i l d dinto academic curricula and expands 
the learning of students from the 
classroom to the communityclassroom to the community.
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Home HorticultureHome Horticulture 
Service-Learning Project

Home Horticulture is a survey course 
covering a range of topics from g g p
houseplants to landscaping.
The project focused on helping 
comm nit membe s const ct aincommunity members construct rain 
barrels to capture rainwater and provided 
them with information on how to use the 
water in the home landscape.
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Project SponsorsProject Sponsors
Kansas Clean Water Neighbor Grant a sas C ea ate e g bo G a t
funded by EPA 319 Funds and Kansas 
Water Plan Funds.
C C l E i I li dCoca-Cola Enterprises, Inc. supplied 
food-grade barrels at no cost 
(recipients charged a fee of $10 to pay(recipients charged a fee of $10 to pay 
for shipping costs).
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Russell – March 6
A student puts screen material 

over the intake spout. 

Russell March 6
p

Students were shown how to 
t th b l t thput the barrel together.
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Russell – March 6
Students put on the bung to 

attach the faucet.

Russell March 6

Once completed barrels were 
carried out for distribution to 

customers.
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Ellis – April 15
Holes were drilled.

Ellis April 15

Students put on the overflow 
value on the barrel.
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Ellis – April 15
Students enjoyed pizza at 

the end of the day

Ellis April 15

the end of the day.

Students loaded barrels onto aStudents loaded barrels onto a 
trailer.
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Hays – April 20

Customers lined up to register 

y p

for rain barrels.

Barrels were unloaded from the 
trailer to be made into rain barrels.
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Hays – April 20

Students unpackaged bungs 

y p

and values for the barrels.

Holes were drilled for the 
downspout.
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Rain Barrel Recipient p
Feedback

97% felt the event was effective.
Over 50% installed the rain barrel within 2 
weeks after the event.
84% learned new conservation measures 
from the event.
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Student SurveyStudent Survey
93% felt the community aspect of the y p
course helped them to see how course 
material learned can be used in everyday 
life.
64% felt that participating in the 

it h l d th h th icommunity helped them enhance their 
leadership skills.
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Student SurveyStudent Survey
93% believe this experience had positive p p
impacts on informing the public about 
ways to improve water quality in the 
community.
93% believe they learned more 

ti i ti i th i l iparticipating in the service-learning 
project than writing a term paper on 
water conservationwater conservation.
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Student CommentsStudent Comments
It made me realize that I could make a 
difference in the community.
It’s a great way to connect with the 
community and bring more students closer 
together as a team which can overall increase 
l l iclassroom learning.

It will help develop students into more well 
rounded individuals and they learn somethingrounded individuals, and they learn something 
while they do it.
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Rain Barrels - Educational 
Material






