
Global Engagement:  
Sharing our Expertise in 
Agricultural Education 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon!  I have two objectives for this presentation: 1. to briefly describe the process for becoming a Fulbright Specialist and (2) to describe a Fulbright Specialist project that I completed at Naresuan University in Thailand.  I hope that this presentation will stimulate your own thinking relative to global engagement opportunities in agricultural education (broadly defined).

By show of hands:
How many of you have completed any type of Fulbright Scholars Program?  How many of you have completed a Fulbright Specialist Project?



• Short term projects 

• Over 100 countries 

• Broad range of eligible activities 

– Lecturing 

– Conduct seminars 

– Teacher training 

– Special conference / workshop 

– Curriculum planning 

– Institutional / faculty development 

Senator J. William Fulbright 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Fulbright Specialist program supports projects from 2 – 6 weeks in duration.  This attracted me because I was not ready to pursue a 6 month or yearlong international experience.  Six weeks was doable, and I found that six weeks was long enough to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for Thailand, Thai culture, and Naresuan University.  I also believe that six weeks provided enough time to make a positive contribution to Naresuan University.

The Specialist program is available in over 100 countries and there are a broad range of eligible activities.  I’ve listed several on this slide.  I believe that NACTA members in general represent an excellent pool of potential candidates for the Fulbright Specialist roster.



Fulbright Specialist Program 

Qualified U.S. 
applicants apply for 
candidacy on the 
Fulbright Specialist 
Roster 

Overseas degree 
granting institutions 

request Fulbright 
Specialist via Fulbright 

commission or U.S. 
embassies 

CIES builds roster 
and facilitates 

matching Specialists 
with program 

requests 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide give a very good summary of how the program operates.

On one side, U.S. Scholars apply to be on the Specialist roster.  On the other side, overseas institutions request Specialists for specific projects.  In the middle, the Council for International Exchange of Scholars facilitates the matching of specialists with specific program requests.



Application Includes 

• Curriculum vitae 
• Two  reference letters 
• Summary of Professional Achievements 
• Motivational Statement 
• Preparation for Participation 
• Potential Contributions 

 
 

http://www.cies.org/specialists/? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be included on the Fulbright Specialist Roster, you must submit an application.  This slide shows a list of the elements of an application and includes the link to very detailed information about the Specialist program.  Applications are reviewed by peer review committees.  Recommendations are made to the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board which grants approval to be included on the roster.  Fulbright commissions, U.S. Embassies, and host institutions review candidates for specific projects.

http://www.cies.org/specialists/?


Timeline 

• August 2008   Application for candidacy 

• November 2008    Added to the specialist roster 

• April 2010    Invited to apply for Thailand project 

• May 2010     Selected from 3 candidates as  the  
      official grantee for project #3721 

• June 2010    Began correspondence with host 

• December 2010   State Department approves extension 

• February 2011   Travel arrangements made 

• June 27, 2011    Project began 

• August 7, 2011  Project ended 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows my timeline relative to the Specialist program.  Of course this would vary by individual, but it offers some idea of what to expect.  I was added to the Specialist roster about three months after submitting an application.  About 18 months after being added to the roster, the Council for International Exchange of Scholars invited me to apply for the Thailand project.  I was selected to be the grantee about one month later.  Projects are supposed to be completed within one year of the grant award.  The best time for myself and Naresuan University to conduct the project was just outside of the one year window,  so we were granted an extension.  The project took place last summer.



http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-
9EaGDGDys9U/Td9CMKoVT8I/AAAAAAAAAj
A/1VCgohXBMrk/s1600/thailand-map.png 

http://www.nationsonline.org/maps/south_east_asia_map.jpg 

Where is Naresuan University? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide provides some perspective as to the location of Naresuan University in Phitsanulok, Thailand.

By show of hands:  How many of you have been to Thailand?  Has anyone ever visited Naresuan University?  Has anyone heard of Naresuan Univeristy?



Facts about Naresuan University 

• 377 km north of Bangkok 

• Named after King Naresuan 
who was born in Phitsanulok 
and freed Thailand from 
Burma in 1569 

• Developed from a college of 
education that started in 
1967 

• Became Naresuan University 
in 1990 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Naresuan University is located about 400 km north of Bangkok.  The university is named after King Naresuan who was born in Phitsanulok.  He is credited with freeing Thailand from Burma in 1569.  The picture shows the statue of King Naresuan which is located near the main entrance to campus.  Nareasuan University evolved out of a college of education that began in 1967.  It became Naresuan University in 1990. 



Facts about Naresuan University 

• In 2009 there were 25,882 
students 

• 2298 faculty 

• 17 Faculties and 2 Colleges 

• President Sujin Jinahyon 
earned an MS in Genetics 
from ISU in 1960 and a 
Ph.D. in Plant Breeding 
from ISU in 1966. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2009, there were almost 26,000 students and 2300 faculty.  The University had 17 faculties and 2 colleges.  The president of Naresuan University is a graduate of Iowa State.  Everyone refered to him as Sujin.



Faculty of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 

• Departments include 
Agricultural Science, Agro-
Industry, and Natural 
Resources and 
Environment. 

• Approximately 70 faculty 
90% have doctoral degree. 

• In 2008, the faculty 
graduated 142 BS students 
and 42 masters students. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I spent most of my time in the Faculty of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment.  Standing to my right in this picture is Chanin who is dean of the faculty.  Departments in the Faculty of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment include Agricultural Science, Agro-Industry, and Natural Resources and Environment.  Approximately 90% of the 70 faculty members have doctoral degrees. In 2008, the faculty graduated 142 BS students and 42 masters students.





ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 



Internationalization of Graduate Programs 

• Focus on PhD programs in 
Plant Biotechnology and 
Natural Resources and 
Environment. 

• Prepared a list of best 
practices for 
internationalization. 

• Presented written 
observations, conclusions, 
and recommendations. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A primary focus of the project had to do with internationalization of graduate programs in Plant Biotechnology and Natural Resources and Environment.  I prepared a list of best practices for internationalization, and I presented written observations, conclusions and recommendations to the dean of the faculty and to the president of the university.  Many of the meetings and events involved food – good food and lots of it!  The picture shows just one example of this.



Other Academic Activities 

• Edited research papers and 
proposals. 

• Gave presentations about 
ISU and Iowa Ag. 

• Team taught a program on 
academic writing and journal 
selection. 

• Conducted a demonstration 
of distance learning for faculty 
and graduate students. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I engaged in a variety of other academic activities that included editing research papers and proposal and demonstrating distance learning techniques to faculty and students.  This picture was taken after a presentation about Iowa State University and Iowa agriculture.



CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 



Power Cheer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Power Cheer is an activity that involves the entire freshman class. Let’s watch a brief video of Power Cheer.



Sukhothai 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I visited the old capital of Sukhothai which is a UNESCO World Heritage historical park. Sukhothai was the first kingdom of Siam and was founded about 800 years ago.



Thai Wedding 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I attended a wedding dinner for a former employee of the Faculty of Agriculture Natural Resources and Environment.  I also attended a Thai funeral.  Sadly, Dr. Keith Syers who was responsible for developing this Specialist project died shortly after I arrived.



Chiang Mai tours 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During a national holiday, I traveled to Chiang Mai.  I visited an elephant camp, Hill tribe villages, Doi Suthep Temple, and Doi Inthanon National Park.  Let’s watch a video from the elephant camp.



Khawp khun khrap 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I sincerely appreciate Naresuan University and the Fulbright Specialist program for giving me a unforgettable experience in Thailand.  I also thank you for allowing me this opportunity to share my experience.  Do you have any questions? 
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