
Millennials and Me

Ann Marie VanDerZanden 
Director, Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching

Professor of Horticulture
Iowa State University

Blue Ribbon Presentation





My Journey….



Age: 18-35 

Born: ~1980-2000



75.4 Million

74.9 Million

Millennials Boomers





The Millennial Profile

• Tech savvy

• Highly educated

• Self-confident

• Ambitious
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Millennials and Me: 
What I’ve Learned From My 

Students



Expectations 
Matter



Light Board







Push- But Not 
Too Hard



…But Not Too 
Much







The One 
(or Two)







Teaching
is more than imparting knowledge, 
it is inspiring change.

Learning
is more than absorbing facts,
it is acquiring understanding.

--William Arthur Ward


