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Educational boals for the Opportunity

 Promote exposure to, and subsequent critical
reflection about, a variety of topics relevant to
postharvest loss prevention, the main theme of the

conference

 Maximize student learning while participating in an
international conference via advanced seminar
course structure




Student Learning Ubjectives

* Engage in a variety of presentations given by the
expert presenters at the Rome congress on the
challenges associated with postharvest loss

e Communicate summarized information of a scientific
presentation

* Write a technical article based on presentations and
interviews with experts
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Participants

Seven undergraduate honors students:

= James Scholars from the

College of Agricultural,
Consumer and

Environmental Sciences

= Campus Honors Scholars

hp Campus Honors Program 1
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Seminar Course Structure

Pre-trip meetings

International congress attendance
Post-trip meetings

Post-trip writing phase

— Draft report

— Review 1: Peer review

— Revised report

— Review 2: Instructor review

— Revised report

— Submit formatted manuscript to i-ACES
— Review 3: Review by the chief editor of the journal
— Final revised manuscript published
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Syllabus

Assignment - Technical Paper
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a~+ Backeground-and-Rationale ]
bt Aims
o+ Approach
d.~+FindingsY
e~ [mplications-and-Significance-of thefindingsT

b+ Critical reflection-of the-presentation
at Whatdidyoulearnaboutthe topicdiscussed by-thepresenteryoudnterviewed?J
b+ Whatarevourthoughts-aboutthelimitations-of the studypresented?]
c~+ Whatwould-be-a-goodfutureresearch-studiesextending fromthefindingsandlimitationsq
d.-+ Fromthegranderschemeofthings whatmaybeproposedsolutionsto-=ignificantly reduce.
post-harvestlossby 20507

1

.~ ReflectiononthednterviewprocessY .

at Whatdidyoulearnbyinterviewing thepresenter™]

b+ Whatarethenecessarypreparationand-skill setforan-effectiveinterview?]

o~ Howwouldyouwdothedinterviewsdifferentlyinthefuture?]
|
Recommendednumberofpages:5-15-pages. T
Thetechnical paperwillbe-peer-reviewed by thescholarsand reviewed by thednstructorEach-scholar
will-receive-twotechnical papersiythe-otherscholars.~Intotal threereviewswil-be-given-back-tothe
scholarforarevised-paper.-Oncethetechnical papers-arerevised, theywill-besubmittedto-be-publishedin-
i-ACES-(https:/ /ugresearchjournalzillinois.edu/index.php/iaces/ index) -onlineundergraduate research
journal.

T



Syllabus

1atalettergradeofatleast B--must-beearned-to-obtainhonors:

Grading

ion Break (Continuous)
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Course-Grade-Brealod owm:

Attendance-and-Farticipation+ -+ —* —* —* —* —* =+ SlpointsT
Technical-papergraded-by-theinstructor —+ -+ —* —* —* =+ Z200-pointsT
Average-scorefrom-thepeerrevievn(follow the Peerreview guide, nextpage] -+  100-pointsT
QualityofthePeerreview assessed-by-thednstructors -+ —* —* =+ Slpoints{25each]T
Total+ —» = - - - - - - - =+ 400 pointsT
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Student Activities and Respaonsibilities

Attend 2 to 5 Posters or Oral presentations.

Interview at least two speakers of the presentations they attend.
Write a technical article based on the interview.

Publish the article in i-ACES (inquiry-ACES).

Communicate and disseminate the event highlights through social
media.

Compile the comments from PHL congress blog and put them in
appropriate categories. Ideas from the conference participants
about the details of how to significantly reduce losses by 2050 will
be collected through online blogs during the conference.

Help the poster presenters and learn about their projects.

Take notes during the sessions.

Assist with registration, congress events, directing people to find
things and help at the conference.



SyHEthIS Assignment - Technical Paper -
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d.~+FindingsY
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b+ Critical reflection-of the-presentation
at Whatdidyoulearnaboutthe topicdiscussed by-thepresenteryoudnterviewed?J
b+ Whatarevourthoughts-aboutthelimitations-of the studypresented?]
c~+ Whatwould-be-a-goodfutureresearch-studiesextending fromthefindingsandlimitationsq
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post-harvestlossby 20507
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.~ ReflectiononthednterviewprocessY .
at Whatdidyoulearnbyinterviewing thepresenter™]
b+ Whatarethenecessarypreparationand-skill setforan-effectiveinterview?]
o~ Howwouldyouwdothedinterviewsdifferentlyinthefuture?]
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Recommendednumberofpages:5-15-pages. T

Thetechnical paperwillbe-peer-reviewed by thescholarsand reviewed by thednstructorEach-scholar
will-receive-twotechnical papersiythe-otherscholars.~Intotal threereviewswil-be-given-back-tothe
scholarforarevised-paper.~Oncethetechnical papers-arerevised, theywill-besubmitted to-be-publishedin:

i-ACES-(https:/ /ugresearchjournalzillinois.edu/index.php/iaces/ index) -onlineundergraduate research
journal.
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Assignment - Technical Paper

Summary of the research presentation
e Background and Rationale
* Aims
e Approach
* Findings
* Implications and Significance of the findings

Critical reflection of the presentation
 What did you learn about the topic discussed by the presenter you interviewed?
* What are your thoughts about the limitations of the study presented?
 What would be a good future research studies extending from the findings and
limitations.
* From the grander scheme of things, what may be proposed solutions to
significantly reduce post-harvest loss by 20507?

Reflection on the interview process
 What did you learn by interviewing the presenter?
* What are the necessary preparation and skill set for an effective interview?
* How would you do the interviews differently in the future?

— Recommended number of pages: 5-15 pages.
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Technical Paper
Peer Review buide

e Focus on the written comments and
recommendations

* Provide constructive feedback, which can be used to
improve the revised paper

* Give a quantitative rubric based on the scores
assigned to each criterion for each assessment
criterion
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Technical Paper
Peer Review buide

Assessment criteria

e Accuracy of content (20 pts)

* Thoroughness of summary and critical reflection
(40 pts)

* Organization and structure (10 pts)
e Grammar and mechanics (20 pts)

* References (10 pts)
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INTRODUCTION

Eight lhumdred and seventy million pecple around
the world are currently undemourished (ADM
n=titute 20157, With a rising global population
expected to reach 9.5 billion by the year 2050, the
oumber can only increase if the cuwrent
agriculhural practices and processes contioue,
making the issue of food security for all people
ever mare critical. With the increased popualation
looming in the future, an estimated 95 percent of
agriculture research is dedicated to provide maore
food by increasing crop yields. Yet, there is already
an dbundant amount of food harvested that could
conribate to feeding the currently malnourished
and the futurs inmreased population, However, the
food is not reaching the people who need it the
most because of one the greatest challenges to
agriculhural producton, postharvest loss (PHL)
Postharvest boss is the rumulative crop yield bost at

each step of the supply chain starting with
harvest and ending with consumption.
Approxmately one-third of all foed prodwced
each year is bost or wasted [Gustavsson et al
2011). PHL is most prevalent in developing
couniries among smallholder farmers and the
predomimant  causes are poor  handling,
improper storage, inadequate transportation,
deterioration, and absence of 3 consistent
mearket to sell. The majority of the losses in each
area occur because of a lack of modern
technology, training, and incentive to produce
quality goods. Many universities, govermment
organizadons, and non-profit organizations are
forusing on research in different areas of the
food supply chain to reduce PHL. Sohrtions must
be regional, considering the culture and needs of
the people. and require that many groups work
together. Decreasing PHL aims to both bring food
sequrity and  improved livelihoods to




Reflections by the Scholars

“Going to Rome has been the high point of my college
experience. It was incredible to have the opportunity to work
with the world's leading authorities in Postharvest Loss to
improve the lives of people around the globe.”

"Travelling to Rome to attend the International Congress for
Postharvest Loss Prevention broadened my cultural knowledge
and exposed me to a topic that | was not previously familiar
with. In only five days, | learned more from this experience than |
could have gained in an entire semester of classroom learning."

I Thank you!
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