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Overview

• Introduction of CI

• Example: Analysis of a Bacon Cheeseburger

• Benefits of CI to students 

• Benefits of CI to faculty 



Creative Inquiry 

• Undergraduate Research 

• Unique idea

– Student or Professor

• Advisor

• Course Credit 

• Engages in

– Higher-order thinking

– Reflect on learning 

– Connect experiences to their 

traditional course work



Creative Inquiry 

http://ci.clemson.edu/today/

Senior: 1756

Junior: 581

Sophomore: 213

Freshman: 23

CI Students by Class

Total Students: 2573
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Creative Inquiry 

Agriculture, Forestry & Life Sciences: 789

Engineering & Science: 783

Business & Behavioral Science: 474

Health, Education & Human Development: 254

Architecture, Arts & Humanities: 184

Eugene T. Moore School of Education: 82

Interdisciplinary Programs: 7

CI Students by College

Total Students: 2573



6

Creative Inquiry 

Engineering and Science: 119

Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences: 102

Business and Behavioral Science: 53

Health, Education and Human Development: 33

Architecture, Arts and Humanities: 27

School of Education: 17

Interdisciplinary Programs: 12

CI Projects

Total Projects: 363



Analysis of a Bacon Cheeseburger

• Designed by Dr. George Askew

• Analyze all of the factors that contribute to 

producing a Bacon Cheeseburger

• Focus is economic impact at each level

• End cost for the consumer

• Cost to the farmer for growing and producing

• Facts and numbers from farmers in South Carolina 

in 2015



Analysis of a Bacon Cheeseburger

• Bun 

• Bacon

• Hamburger Meat

• Cheese

• Condiments

– Mayonnaise

– Mustard

– Ketchup

• Tomato

• Lettuce

• Pickles



Analysis of Bacon Cheeseburger

• Relation to classes

– Agribusiness

– Agricultural Mechanics

– Agronomy

– Animal Science 

– Food Science 

– Horticulture

– Soils



Interdisciplinary Students

Agribusiness:
Meaghan Shaughnessy

Carl Womble

Agricultural Education:

Jesse Blount

Mallory Dailey

Agricultural Mechanization and Business:

Blake Brown 

Jonathan Fox

Nicholas Rogers

Animal and Veterinary Sciences:

Alice Winter

Food, Nutrition, and Packaging Science:

Chris Johnson



Article on CI



Benefits of CI to Students  

• Provides real-world experience

• Allows students to work with faculty 

• Develops mentored relationships

• Builds team skills

• Provides opportunities for peer 
networking and leadership

• Develops problem-solving skills



Benefits of CI to Students  

• Develops critical-thinking skills

• Differs than traditional classroom

• Develops communication skills 

• Develops skills valued in postgraduate work

• Allows student ownership of ideas

• Bridges general education courses and 

major specific courses



Benefits of CI to Faculty 

• Provides new teaching environments 

• Provides interactions with undergraduate 
students

• Provides mentoring opportunities

• Allows for interdisciplinary scholarship 
–Work with students and faculty in other areas

• Offers real-world and community-based 
projects



Benefits of CI to Faculty 

• Encourages postgraduate study

• Brings new concepts and topics to 

include in classes

• Gives students a chance to further skills 

• Uses general education classes
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Thank you!
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Questions??

For more information on the Bacon 

Cheeseburger or Clemson University’s 

Creative Inquiry please contact: 

Christi Leard 

ccampb3@clemson.edu


