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BLUE AND ORANGE

Penn State University | University of Florida

E Elaine Turner with Tracy Hoover

The Deans are in Austin for the annual meeting of the Association of Public
and Land Grant Universities (APLU). We found some unigue flora on the

walking trails along Lady Bird Lake.
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The Blue and Orange Initiative coupled two
courses of similar content and delivery style

OB Initiative
= January 25

Have you wondered what kind of topics are discussed in HORT150 and
CRH10307? Here are some of the discussions for both classes this
semester! If you got to learm about a subject from the other class, which




Some ways to foster the development of this
information exchange included the following:

1. Encourage student interactions between HORT
150 and ORH 1030 through a common
Facebook site.

2. Provide students with extra credit
opportunities to facilitate interactions between
students in each course and to become plant
friends.

3. Exchange plant material between the courses

4. Initiate the Blue and Orange Faculty and
Student Exchange
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E3 Virginia Frazier
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il Like @ Comment A Share

J‘ Nicole Jannings Oh my gosh you already changed it to initiative... youre
Bl killing me hahaha

Like + Reply - Dctaber 1, 2016 at 4:05pm

irite a commant... I |52

= Virginia Frazier
September 30, 20N6

Welcome to the Blue and Orange Initiative! In order to keep a record of
who has joined this page, we are asking everyone to sign in on one of the
two links below.

Click here to sign in if you are a Penn State Student:
https://docs.google.com).../1ByPIsRLDAVES3wMOBIdSEVER|C... fedit...

Click here to sign in if you are a UF Student:
https://docs.google.com/... luwEmKoTw_iNfsLRTIFEPARS..... [edit...

il Like @ Comment A Share

O

1. Encourage student interactions between HORT 150 and ORH
1030 through a common Facebook site.

# Enter name or email eddress... ﬁ

399 Members

MEMEERS

DESCRIPTION Edit

This group is to connect students from Penn State
University's P... Sese Mare

GROUP TYPE

Project
TAGS Edit

University of Flarida - Pennsylvania State
University - Horticulture - Mare

LOCATION Edit




Natural Blue Orange Comparisons/Contrasts

Jelena Movakovic Lexi Cunio
Movemnber 7, 20N6 LB November 7, 2016

Fall is beautiful in State College », It's a beautiful, sunny, palm tree-filled day here in Gainesville!
#orangechallenge

jils Like @ Comment A Shara e Like @ Comment A Share

D vouand 3 others D Youand 3 others



Natural Blue Orange Comparisons/Contrasts

W Tarrah Geszvain s
Janwary 31 - State Collaga, PA | : k.l OB Initiative in @ Gainesville, Florida.

-\.l_ __.r Felruar y 1

Scenes from my office at PSU today! One of our students just repotted my
Gator Glory coleus for me. How nice! And as much &5 we “complain” about Hey Blue ! | just thought I'd send you a sun bolt picture over my

snow, it is pretty, isn't it? greenhouse this morning. This is where we have 76,000 coleus seedlings
growing right now - LOTS of photosynthesis going on for sure! Have a
great day and stay warm! Dave

il Like B Comment # Share

D5

il Like B Comment # Share

O You and 3 others



2. Provide students with extra credit opportunities to
facilitate interactions between students in each
course and to become plant friends.

-

[“k'l OB Initiative

= _J’ January 23
3 Virginia Frazier Ckay Blue....here's our window of opportunity to share with the Orange
Jarnuary 3 some winterscape pictures of our campus. We're having

s, , : snow/sleet/freezing rain tonight and snow tomorrow. So if you post a
Here are a few highlights from our first challenge last semester! Penn picture of campus in snow you will receive 2 pts extra credit on either your

State showed us beautiful fall color while Florida took shots of local palms. midterm or final. Let the posts begin. Also if we get too fast of a thaw (and

lose our snow) and you can't get a good picture then a post 2 picture of 2
green plant/tree/bush from campus and the extra credit will still apphy.
Cennis

BLUE CHALLENGE OF
THE WEEK:

e @ Comment A Share Post Pictures of Campus in
Os Winter

#BlueChallenge #E|lueOrangelnitiative




Extra Credit Opportunities
Season Challenges

Ex. Fall

|n| OB Initiative
== 1 .-.|.

Blue Challenge of the Week: The foliage season is at peak in Central PA. |
am challenging the Penn State students to post pictures of the colorful
foliage around campus and State College. 2 extra credit points towards
either your midterm or final will be awarded to each person who posts.

Dennis Decoteau
il Like B Comment

) You and 2 others

# Shara

E Jake Levenson

We might not have palm trees, but it's still gorgeous in PA

il Like B Comment #» Share

f_}o You and @ others

T 1o Micolette Zangara We don't have much fall color here. I'm ariginally from

Chicago and thase trees look like home to me =2
Like - Reply - £ 2016 at 547



ﬁ Becky Moccia E Meg Arahill in @ Gainesville, Florida.
Movemnber 2, 2016 | Movember 2, 2016
! .

Bright colored tree in PA UF sending tropical vibes~ #orangechallenge

il Lika B Comment A Share
il Like B Comment A Shara

D) You and 6 athars
D) You and 1 ather

-



Extra Credit Opportunities ] recn

January 30

S e a S O n C h a I I e n ge S It's @ cool, sunmy day today. Time to study at Library West!
Ex. Winter

| OB Initiative

==y February @

Good Morning Orange...It's a beautiful morning in Happy Valley. Six inches
of fresh snow and a relatively unheard of 2 hour delay for Penn State. Life
doesn't get much better than that for us. Have a great day and best
wishes.

Blue members feel free to post your own photos of the new snaw.
Dennis

iy Like @ Comment # Share




lq‘,f Mikayla Gates Carbaugh
T Aprils

EXt ra C re d it O p p O rt u n it i e S Snapped this photo cutside of the Life Science Building yesterday..

enjoying the new buds and blossems springing up around campus!

I} Michaela Cilea
B April 1

Found some flowers starting to bloom in the arboretumn!

Season Challenges
Ex. Spring

[ﬁ\ OB Initiative

l_.__:._..r April § at 11:4Bam

The next Blue Challenge of the Week is actually for the next two weeks.

First of all | wish all the Blue Orange a successful last couple of weeks of
the semester. For the Blue, | have appreciated and enjoyed spending the
last 12 weeks or 50 with you.

The Blue Challenge is to document newly emerging/growing or budding
out/greeening plants on campus. This could be bushes and trees
budding/flowering or bulbs flowering. Just continue to use your
imagination. Please label your picture s0 we can enjoy your post _ , 3 .
appropriately. | borrowed the attached photo from the Penn State website 1 i AN S D \\I
iplease only submit original photos for the extra credit) 5 ﬂ e

Went to UCF's campus the other day and saw this beautiful budding tree
with yellow flowers

1l Like @ Comment # Share

D Youand B others

2 extra credit points towards either your midterm or final will be awarded
to each person who posts.

Sarah Lucas
: April 12

Beaver Stadium!

Thanks again for all that you have done this semester.

Sincerely and with much respect. Dennis e Lke W

D Youand 3ot

e Like W Comment A Share

D Youand 3 others

il Like W Comment # Share

) Youand 3 others



Extra Credit Opportunities
Holiday Challenges
Ex. Thanksgiving

This year we used plants as decorations to set the table before
thanksgiving, as seen on this place setting.

ﬂ Virginia Frazier Shana Fitz
Movember 21, 2016 November 27, 2016
Hey Blue and Orange: Remember to look at your surroundings during this
upcoming break, and capture any images you would like to share with the
group for the #BlueChallenge or #0rangeChallenge. You can also take

pictures of your holiday meal with your favorite food containing plants for

both challenges!

Also keep in mind that this week is a great opportunity to connect with
others and become Plant Fals! You can turn this holiday into
FriendsGiving, all while you help this group grow.

Most importantly, have fun and stay safe!

Q

Ha;py Thanks:giving!
s _

2 (
4

iy Like B Comment A Share

il Like B Comment A Share

4 Vs and 1 nthas



Extra Credit Opportunities e

On miy break | am volunteering at 180 Degree Farm, helping to grow
healthy food for cancer patients. This is the cancer fighting herb garden

Milestone Challenges e
Ex. Spring Break .

'-F i 1] o
|-: . QOB Intiative

J’ March 3

=

The next Blue Challenge of the Week is actually for next week (Spring
Break here at Penn State) #BlueChallenge:

First of all | wish all the members of the Blue Orange Initiative a restful
Spring Break (if you're traveling to a warm tropical location - like Florida - A
ar on a school or church mission trip, or spending time with family and Rebekah Mooneyhan

il Like W Comment M Share

March 11

friends back home, please be safe). We look forward to seeing you back Gorgeous orchid we saw at the top of the Mombacho vlcano in Nicaragua
on campus after the break for the final half of the semester.

The Blue Challenge is for during break and it is to document a festive use Emiy woskil

March 11 - Robesonia, PA

of plants at your home or hometown or wherever you are spending next i ey A
week. This could be an ornamental use such as cut flowers to brighten the  foeeroermisissesave

[ / (/ : P vw
home atmosphere or your favorite food from plants {mashed potatoes or ey, s e

pumpkin pie as examples). Just continue to use your imagination. Family
members or friends in the pictures are encouraged but not required.
Please label your picture so we can enjoy your post appropriately.

2 extra credit points towards either your midterm or final will be awarded
to each person who posts.

e Like @8 Comment 4 Share

) Youand 4 others

Please have a great break and thanks for all that you have done this
semester.

Sincerely and with much respect. Dennis T —re————
) Youand 4 others
Ii LI kE Cﬂmment SharE "n_‘l f:‘i r:l:;l;v;wm:;{:is is beautiful Rebekah.. Is this vacation or 2 mission

~ Like - Reply @ 1- March 11 at 318pm
s () 0B Initiative replied - 2 Replies



But not everything worked —
surprisel!l

o
Virginia Frazier
November 1, 2016

Wondering how to make a Plant Pal? Just follow the easy steps in this
graphic.

Make sure to tag your posts and comments #Blue or #0range to make
finding a friend even easier!

L = : :[1». |
Gettinga PlantPal < -
STEP |: FIND A POTENTIAL PLANT
PAL IM THE GROUR®

STEP 2; START A CONVERSATION

ABOUT PLANTS OR YOUR
UNIVERSITY

STER 3: SCREENSHOT YOUR
MESSAGES AND VERIFY YOU HAVE
MADE A CONNECTION

il Like W Comment A Share

(o I

s Like B Comment A Share

[ B



So alternatives were developed
Student Postcards
™ P

I've been sorting through all of the postcards from Penn State, | have to
say there are a lot of great artists in HORT 150! They are now &ll sorted
(mostly) alphabetically so ORH1030 can find their new plant pal w

| BLUE & ORANGE
INMITIATIVE ;
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3. Exchange plant
material between the
courses

I'rﬁ\l OB Initiative
F===] Movember 30, 2016
Blue Coleus Semester Long Extra Credit Assignment:

Blue members now is the time to show off your Gator Glory coleus plants
that you have been growing since the beginning of the semester!

Here's how it will work for the Blue:

11 A successful upload of a current picture of your plant within this post
{and not in a new post) by this Sunday (December &) at midnight will get
vou S extra credit points towards either your midterm or final.

2) The coleus picture with the most likes from members of the Orange
(Blue votes will not be allowed) by next Weds (Dec. 7) will get an additional
5 points and will be designated the “Best in Show for Fall 2016" In event of
a tie Dennis and Dave will cast the tiebreaker.

3) The meost creative in how you show your plant (such as in a shoe, glass,
trumpet, etc.) will also be awarded 5 additional points and will be
designated as “ Coolest in Show". The winner will be decided on by Dennis
and Dave at the conclusion of the posting.

Here’s what | am asking from the Orange:

That you serve as judges and vote for the best looking plant by “liking”
individual pictures of the posted coleus plants . Each

Crange member has a maximum of 3 likes that they can use.

Let the competition begin....

GATOR GLORY
Coleus Contest

-Blue: Post.photos of your coleus
in theeccomments of this posts
-Orange: Vote for your 3 favorite
Gator Glt.)ry coleussplants

Please pead the post description
for the full rules of this contest

iy Lika B Comment A Share

0 You and 10 others



S i Jelena Novakovié in @ State College, Pennsylvania
Virginia Frazier D , 2018

December 2, 2016

Here is my coleus | really enjoyed growing it<:

Remember to vote for your favorite Gator Glory coleus before the end of
the semester. Help out your Plant Pals at Penn State University and give
the best photos a like!

-

iy
-

ol Like @ Comment A Share

| Erik Boyer
December 4, 2016

The important thing is my plant is still alive.

e Like [ '

He's still killin it

T dadnh
|r.l\'\- ol \l\\,
t T oaldo
didn'd die

o Like @ Comment  # Share

Robert Al-Moustafa
December 4, 2016 - State Collage, PA

| guess this is what happens when you forget to water your plant before
thanksgiving break. At least the plant survived.

E John Reid
e Li d




A real life Apples to Oranges Comparison
Part 1. “Nittany” Apples to Florida

Virginia Frazier

H October 27, 2016 View 4 mare comments

Thanks for the apples, Penn State!

Crange members, how did they taste?

Iil Tashauna Homaz It was very very good!
Like - Raply - Movember 1, 2016 at 4:18pm

I“I OB Initiative 'Nittany' Apple Pie - DELICIOUS!

Like - Reply - @ 2 - November 1, 2016 at 7:25pm

. . . out the first 'Nittany' apple from Penn State. Dr. David Clark, who teaches tha UF
1l Like B Comment A Share [ caurss, has earnad a national Innovative Teaching Award with Penn State for this
project. #ufcals #plantscience #Finnovativeteaching
[ R

yils Like @ Comment # Shara
e Like @ Comment & Share 07



A real life Apples to Oranges Comparison
Part 2. Oranges to Penn State

Zech Mcphearson

Novemnber 16, 2016

p E

\E'H) S Thankyou for the Florida Oranges! #UF
Yemmei Movember 28, 2018

Orange Day for the Blue..."So there's this really great class in Florida who
has done something incredible for us."

s Like B Comment A Share

€D You and 1 ather

e Like B comment & Share



Strawberry Ice Cream for the Blue in Honor of

Dave’s Lecture in Florida
|n| il |n 08 Initative

Blue...The Strawberry lce Cream is in the house. Dave's lecture for

tomorrow in Gainesville is "All About Strawberries”. So to allow us (the The strawberry ice cream was fantastic and was well appreciated on a
Blue) to feel a part of his lecture he has graciously provided for us to get winter day. Thank you Dave and the Orange again.
Strawberry Penn State Creamery Ice Cream for class today. Here are some picts of us and our treats.....Dennis

Orange....As Dave will attest (since he's an alumnus of Penn State) Penn
State Creamery lce Cream is some of the best in the world. It's a little
known fact (if you're not from Penn State) that Ben and Jerry learned how
to make ice cream from a Creamery short course (Oh what would life be
like without Cherry Garcia?).

Thank you Dave and the Orange for such a nice gift. Lecture is at 2:30
today {when the Blue will get their ice cream) so soon after class I'll try to
post pictures of the Blue with their treats.

Thanks again...Dennis

il Like B Comment # Share

D) Youand 3 others

il Like @ Comment A Share

D) You and 13 others



Again not everything worked
Strawberry Ice Cream sent to the Orange

L M| OB initiative
=l February G

One of the best things about Penn State's Creamery is that they will ship
to Flarida! Orange, which of these five flavors look the best to you?

I p—

VANILLA
DECREAM 'CECREAM

-!rhI'I T RASRAT 'IF-II-Ill

EHUEI]I.ATIE

il Like B Comment # Share

ﬂ‘l‘l

Dennis,
Don’t make it a round of PSU ice cream because it doesn’t travel very well (attached) @
Come to think of it, | guess you probably wouldn’t hold up in a Styrofoam box for 5 days either!

Dave




4. Initiate the Blue and
Orange Faculty and
Student Exchange

E Virginia Frazier shared UF College of Agricultural and Life

Sciences's photo
February 23

The word is getting out about the Blue and Orange Initiative!

UF College of Agricultural and Life Sciences ol Like Page
February 23

‘We are pleased to welcome Penn State Department of Plant Science Blue & Orange
Initiative studenits and faculty to our campus today! Thank youw adviser Tarrah
Geszvain, Prof. Dennis Decoteaw, and student Katelyn Brouse for visiting our
greanhouss facilies and Dr. Clark’s Plants, Gardening and You courses.

jilw Like B Comment = Share

GG You and 21 others



The Blue was in Orange’s house
and it was fun (and educational)!

. [’“"-l OB Initiative in @ Gainesville, Florida.
an OB Initiative in @ Gainesville, Florida. pe={ February 24

February 24
= ¥
This is a picture from before lecture #2 in Gainesville and the entire
Orange class is saying “Welcome friends" to the Blue. How coal is that? If
only my phone was on video. Thank you. With Tarrah Geszvain and Katelyn
Brouse

The blackboard says it all. To the Blue: this Dr. Dave Clark - one of the best
college lecturers (and an even better friend) that you'll ever mest. He will
visiting us next Fall with some of his Orange students and staff, With
Tarrah Geszvain and Katelyn Brouse.

yils Like @ Comment # Share

O n

il Like B Comment # Sharae

[ ] w RIS



It was a true cultural exchange for Katelyn
by

ﬁk OB Initiative Katelyn getting her first look at some Gainesville gators!

February 24

=]

Undergrad Hort 150 TA and Pennsylvanian Katelyn Brouse wanted to see
alligators during the Blue exchange at Orange. Dave was willing to provide
that experience with wildlife major Nicole Jennings helping to lead the way
at La Chua Trail - Paynes Prairie State Preserve. Thankfully everyone made
it back with zll limbs attached.

B .— =0:10 ﬁ_ﬂ B dx

il Like W Comment # Share
D You and 10 athers

¥ OB Initiative Three plane tickets round trip from State Collage to Gainesville =
I-_ = §__ 00, Rerouted ticket to Jacksorwille when we missed our connection in
© Wiami to Gainesville = threatened $200 per ticket by the sirine but we talked
them out of by looking desperate, Rental car from Jacksonville to Gainesville =
5160.00 (for a minivan even though there were only 3 of us but it was their
smallest vehicle available, Ught!), Katelyn seeing the gators and our visit with
the Orange = PRICELESSIN
Like - Reply D2 February 26 at B:28pm - Edited

|. W OB Initiative An even better shot of Katelyn Brouse seeing gators:
= & https:)fyoutu.bejQ_PxZIDIMYS

Katelyn is about to be Gator Bait!

Katelyn wisited UF representing "Blue” from
the Blue and Qrange Initiative. When she...

YOUTUBE.COM

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - ) 2 - February 27 at 2:24pm

I“I a comment...

jils Lika @ Comment #* Share

D vouand 12 others

el .


https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=Q_PxZIOfMY8

Why the Orange visit is set for the Fall

Lﬁ' OB Initiative
S|

January 31

Dear Orange. This is Tyson Building - home to about 1/2 of the Plant

Rebecca Hamilton
Nowvember 11, 20106

il Like B Comment A Share
il Like B Comment A Share

) You and 4 others
ﬂ You and 7 others



Results - Overall

 The Blue and Orange Initiative effectively coupled
two courses of similar content and delivery style
from Penn State University and the University of

Florida to improve the student experience at both
universities.




Results — Student Activity

e Over 400 students joined the Facebook group
since it was initiated during the 10t week of
the Fall semester.

— This resulted in 472 posts from 157 authors with
690 comments and 2600 likes of posts.




Results — Student Interactions

Partnerships among students Interactions leading to PSU and UF

occurred jchroggh extra c_:redlt students becoming Blue and Orange
opportunities in a combined class
Plant Pals (BOPPs).

Facebook site focused on

— plant-based challenges (PSU fall color
versus Florida palm trees),

— plant and fruit exchanges (PSU apples
to Florida and Florida citrus to PSU), -

N .

The student postcards




Results - Exchanges

* Representatives from the Blue visited the
University of Florida during the Spring semester
to gain a better understanding of the ORH 1030
class dynamic and make personal connections
with the 235 Orange students




Results — Student Comments

* Quantitative and open-ended questions from the course
evaluations indicated that

— the students from both universities enjoyed the hands on
activities and friendly atmosphere,

— the common interest and experiences in growing plants for
class, and

— appreciate the crossover information between liberal arts and
science.




The word is getting out

I'fn\l OB Initiative
\BLB/ November 16 ;

This Blue Orange thing is growing. Who knew there were games already.
This is from the Chik Fil A in State College. Go Blue Qrange.....Dennis

B S
Y Ysmeals-

ﬁchhk-ﬂl-ﬂ Nuggets sides

4x3.59 13 Waffle Potato Fries
8t 4.3Q 19% gg: S310 cal

B Grilied Nuggets

BLUE ORANGE GAMES -
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= e
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il Like B Comment # Share



~ Special Thanks




This is how the Blue ended the Fall Semester
Sending our appreciation to the Orange

Any questions?

Thanks to you!



