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The Blue and Orange Initiative coupled two 
courses of similar content and delivery style 

• Penn State’s HORT 150 course 
(Plants in the Human Context) is a 
three-credit general education 
introductory plant science course 
with approximately 60 students of 
all majors enrolled each semester. 

• The University of Florida’s ORH 
1030 (Plants Gardening & You) is a 
one-credit introductory plant 
science course with approximately 
200+ students of all majors enrolled 
each semester. 



Some ways to foster the development of this 
information exchange included the following:

1. Encourage student interactions between HORT 
150 and ORH 1030 through a common 
Facebook site.

2. Provide students with extra credit 
opportunities to facilitate interactions between 
students in each course and to become plant 
friends.

3. Exchange plant material between the courses

4. Initiate the Blue and Orange Faculty and 
Student Exchange



1. Encourage student interactions between HORT 150 and ORH 
1030 through a common Facebook site.



Natural Blue Orange Comparisons/Contrasts



Natural Blue Orange Comparisons/Contrasts



2. Provide students with extra credit opportunities to 
facilitate interactions between students in each 

course and to become plant friends.



Extra Credit Opportunities
Season Challenges
Ex. Fall





Extra Credit Opportunities
Season Challenges
Ex. Winter



Extra Credit Opportunities
Season Challenges
Ex. Spring



Extra Credit Opportunities
Holiday Challenges

Ex. Thanksgiving



Extra Credit Opportunities
Milestone Challenges
Ex. Spring Break



But not everything worked –
surprise!!!



So alternatives were developed
Student Postcards

file:///.file/id=657136
7.5311613



Positive Thoughts (majority)

Concerned Insightful Thoughts (???)



Helpless Thoughts (only a few thankfully)

Out of the Box – Maybe You Know This Person Thoughts (most enjoyable)



3.  Exchange plant 

material between the 

courses





A real life Apples to Oranges Comparison
Part 1. “Nittany” Apples to Florida



A real life Apples to Oranges Comparison
Part 2. Oranges to Penn State



Strawberry Ice Cream for the Blue in Honor of 
Dave’s Lecture in Florida



Again not everything worked 
Strawberry Ice Cream sent to the Orange



4.  Initiate the Blue and 

Orange Faculty and 

Student Exchange



The Blue was in Orange’s house
and it was fun (and educational)!



It was a true cultural exchange for Katelyn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=Q_PxZIOfMY8


Why the Orange visit is set for the Fall

Fall



Results - Overall
• The Blue and Orange Initiative effectively coupled 

two courses of similar content and delivery style 
from Penn State University and the University of 
Florida to improve the student experience at both 
universities. 



Results – Student Activity

• Over 400 students joined the Facebook group 
since it was initiated during the 10th week of 
the Fall semester.  

– This resulted in 472 posts from 157 authors with 
690 comments and 2600 likes of posts.



Results – Student Interactions
• Partnerships among students 

occurred through extra credit 
opportunities in a combined class 
Facebook site focused on 
– plant-based challenges (PSU fall color 

versus Florida palm trees), 
– plant and fruit exchanges (PSU apples 

to Florida and Florida citrus to PSU), 
and 

Interactions leading to PSU and UF 
students becoming Blue and Orange 
Plant Pals (BOPPs). 

The student postcards



Results - Exchanges

• Representatives from the Blue visited the 
University of Florida during the Spring semester 
to gain a better understanding of the ORH 1030 
class dynamic and make personal connections 
with the 235 Orange students



Results – Student Comments

• Quantitative and open-ended questions from the course 
evaluations indicated that 
– the students from both universities enjoyed the hands on 

activities and friendly atmosphere, 
– the common interest and experiences in growing plants for 

class, and 
– appreciate the crossover information between liberal arts and 

science. 



The word is getting out



Special Thanks
Hort 150

ORH 1030



This is how the Blue ended the Fall Semester 
Sending our appreciation to the Orange


