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Winston and Shane: 
Truck and Trailer Operation

David and Sam: Wood Construction.
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Overview
• Service-learning project

– Process
– Highlights

• Student reflections
• Take aways
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~50 miles
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Partnership

County Director-
Maurice Stenson

Belvedere Head of Horticulture-
John Smyth
Angela Slevin
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PLANET Student Career Day Participants

Parameters
• 2-day installation project
• Peacock Border (Victorian style perennial border)
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Planning
•Design
•Install process
•In-country needs
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Planned Process 
• Fall 2015

– Hort 481 students design border options
– Belvedere collaborators select design

• Spring Semester 2016
– finalize the design- a few tweaks
– select plants and source vendor(s)
– finalize installation process
– determine project needs 
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Project Reality
Spring 2016

– Change in Head of Horticulture (February)
– Yew hedge not removed

(to make border 12’ wide vs. 6’ wide)
– Result: student designs wouldn’t work
– Complete re-design based on

• Changed dimensions
• Plants in the poly-house (some mystery plants!)
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At Belvedere
– Design on the fly!

Project Reality  continued…



Department of Horticulture



Department of Horticulture

Emma and Marcus:  A quick plant installation tutorial
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Newspaper article in Westmeath Examiner, Mullingar, County Westmeath, Ireland
May 2016 
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May 12, 2016 August 12, 2016
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Student Reflections
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“(As I typed this sentence…I got chills as I reflected for 
a moment) 
The garden we planted as a group was great. You 
really form a bond between individuals when you 
work together and pulling that piece of work together 
was such a great feeling.”
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“Coming together not only as friends, but also working 
together was a new experience for me. I was able to 
teach those who have never planted before, and at 
the same time I was able to learn about new plants 
and design skills from other students.”
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“My favorite part about visiting the gardens [in 
Ireland] was hearing my horticulturally-inclined 
peers get excited and show passion about what 
they were learning. As a student, it was reassuring 
to see things we learned in the classroom truly 
being applied!”
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“What a great feeling it is to be a part of something 
like that, knowing that people from around the world 
are going to see this garden that some college kids 
from Iowa planted!”
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3 Key Themes from 
Reflections
•Increases in horticulture 
knowledge 
•Increase in self-confidence
•Increase in cultural awareness 

Faculty Take Aways
•Flexibility
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