DEVELOPING ENTREPRENEURSHIP SKILLS IN
AGRIBUSINESS GRADUATES
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Agribusiness encompasses so much more than just business
economics. It has grown into a global fechnologically
advanced sector in which old curriculums are simply not
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Enfrepreneurship is the pursuit of opportunities to gain an
advantage (Stevenson & Gumpert 19895).

nfrepreneurship mvolves the recognition or creation of an
O assess the opportunity, and the
enkataraman,




Knowing how you The ability fo give
learn and receive

. feedback
Applying theory to
aqal life situations Presentation skills

- Writing skills
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Focus on the ABCs initially (Lower classes)
Attitudinal Skills

3ehavioral Skills




What type of industry skills can tfeam activities teach?
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We have found that teams are one of the best ways to engage
students with real world business experience.

Students also help recruit other students (but there is a
downside)

as judges




Students recruiting other students can cause drama

Must be a meaningful experience for the student
The judge/student interaction is critical to convey industry skills

> vork good, but a non-alumni can bring unique



Designate a student leader
Without student leadership it will not work
Arrange for industry help before the semester starts

The semester will overwhelm you and team activities will NOT be a priority

nedule for practice/meetings




Launched — 2014, Year 2- 2015, Year 3&4 -2016, 2017
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN

Collegiate Pitch Contest

Cash Prizes for Winners! Discitver
~ UT MARTIN

COLLEGE of AGRICULTURE
& APPLIED SCIENCES

‘Does your 9usiness idea stgnd‘outj’

Test a Business Idea, Win Cash, Build Your
Resume!

7 Connect & Grow

\ Northwest TN Entrepreneur Center



Spring Semester

Cross disciplinary faculty
and industry planning
meeting

Mid- Fall
Announcement

April
Pitch Contest

Individual Faculty
Meetings

March

Student teams submit Dec/Jan
executive summary and I Interactive meeting
feedback meeting



Concept/Company overview

ice Description




Using teams to teach entrepreneurial skills does work, but it
requires buy-in from faculty, students, and industry.

Do not do it alone! Find partners to work with you. (industry or
g niversity depariments)

n contests as additions to

» Remember, the real world exists outside of the texibook!



