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CRITICAL THINKING

“Critical thinking is self-guided, self-disciplined thinking which attempts to reason at 

the highest level of quality in a fair-minded way.”

-Linda Elder, 2007
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• 28 students enrolled

• 23 assignments submitted for grading

• 5 “pair” submissions, the rest individual submissions

• 5 resubmitted for re-grade following feedback

• Average after re-grades = 80%



FOCUS GROUPS

• Above average (n = 6)

• Below average (n = 7)

• Maximum variation

• Conducted by graduate assistants not associated with course

• 9 question moderator’s guide 

• Transcribed and analyzed



DEMOGRAPHICS

Group A

• 3 male, 3 female

• Average score = 94.3%

• One worked with a partner

Group B

• 4 male, 3 female

• Average score = 66%

• Two worked with a partner

• Three resubmitted for a re-grade



THEMES

1. Need for clear instructions

2. Frustration with ambiguity

3. Willingness to attempt a creative assignment



CONCLUSIONS



“The key to the creative side of critical thinking is in 

restructuring thinking as a result of analyzing and 

effectively assessing it.”

-Paul & Elder, 2007



QUESTIONS?


