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Land-Grant Mission

Land Grant 
mission

TEACHING
Morrill Act 1862

RESEARCH
Hatch Act 1887

EXTENSION
Smith-Lever Act 1994



Cooperative Agricultural Extension

“Cooperative agricultural extension work shall consist of the development of practical applications of research knowledge and 
giving of instruction and practical demonstrations of existing or improved practices or technologies in agriculture, uses of solar energy with 

respect to agriculture, home economics, and rural energy, and subjects relating thereto to persons not attending or resident in said 
colleges in the several communities, and imparting information on said subjects through demonstrations, publications, and otherwise 
and for the necessary printing and distribution of information in connection with the foregoing; and this work shall be carried on in such 
manner as may be mutually agreed upon by the Secretary of Agriculture and the State agricultural college or colleges or Territory or 
possession receiving the benefits of this Act” 

Smith-Lever Act SEC. 2. [7 U.S.C. 342]



Extension Programs Mid-Atlantic

● Accessible to all
● Have been successful in 

reaching traditional clients
● Unique to the U.S. 

educational system 



Hispanic Population Trends

•Hispanics in USA 

• 17.4% (2014) 

• 28.6% (2060)

•Hispanics in PA

• 6.8 % population (719, 

660)

Source: National Census, 2015

50,000 increase from 2009-2014

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/27/5-facts-

about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/



• Pennsylvania: 652 Hispanic farmers, representing a 24% increase. 



Problem Statement

• Increase of Hispanics: impact for agricultural workers and operators in the U.S.

• Training is vital
• Agricultural regulations, food security, and safety procedures, innovative technologies

• Extension programs must be culturally responsive and new models for systemic 

change should be explored



Penn State Extension, Approaches 



Pilot Study

2017 Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Convention 

• Hershey, PA. February 2017 

• Spanish-speaking session

Survey instrument adapted and translated into Spanish (Abrams et. al, 2010)

• Knowledge, perception, aspiration, and utilization of land-grant institutions

• 23 multiple choice (Yes/No and Likert-type) questions 

• 4 open-ended questions that requested short answers

• 8 demographic questions

Distribution of pilot study respondents by State. 

N=24



Pilot Study Objectives

1. Assess current knowledge and perceptions of LG education and 

extension services

2. Assess Hispanics' aspirations about utilization of education and 

extension services



Pilot Study Findings Knowledge



Pilot Study Findings Perceptions



Pilot Study Findings

When asked if they would like their kids to choose an agricultural career,  all the 

people that reported to have kids (N=13) responded “YES”

“I would like that the kids continue with what one does, but with more education”

“Yes because it is very important to learn and know about what we eat every day, for the good of 

our health”

“I would like to because everything related to the environment is very nice”

“Yes I would like to because it would benefit the environment, animals, insects, people, etc.”

Aspirations



Conclusions and Discussions

• Surveyed Spanish-speaking population is not familiar with the land-grant concept and mission

• Findings suggest that land-grant universities in the Mid-Atlantic are facing challenges communicating the land-grant mission to 

Hispanic populations.

• There is positive perception of LG institutions, and interest in participating in further extension events

• Unanimous interest to engage their kids into agricultural careers

• Recommended to explore the barriers of Hispanic youth entering into agricultural education in Pennsylvania, assuming that they have their parents 

support. 

• Farner et al, 2006 in a 4-H study for Hispanic children indicate that kids are a good way to reach for this population. These strategies could be 

explored. 

Study limitations: generalizability, instrumentation
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