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History

• NACTA Judging Conference
• 1959- 1st NACTA sponsored judging conference
• 1965- soils contest added
• 1972- Junior colleges invited
• 1 contest in spring

• National Collegiate Soils Contest (NCSC)
• 1961
• 7 Regional contests
• 1 National contest
• Sponsored by ASA-SSSA
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Objective
• Determine experiential learning effectiveness of the NACTA Soils 

contest by considering components of NACTA and the National 
Collegiate Soils Contest (NCSC).
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NACTA Soils Contest
2017

7 two-year schools
8 four-year schools

2016
8 two-year schools
8 four-year schools
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2017 NACTA 2-year card
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2017 NACTA 4-year card
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National Collegiate Soils Contest (NCSC)

2016
23 four-year schools

2017
24 four-year schools
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VARIES

VARIES

VARIES 2017 NCSC card
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National Collegiate Soils Contest (NCSC)

• Group Judging

• Opportunity to travel beyond the US
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Conclusions

• How to elevate potential for learning:
• Add group judging
• Encourage 2-year contest to be more 

similar to 4-year contest for greater 
inclusion and discussion

• NACTA soils contest provides fundamental 
aspects of being a professional soil scientist
• Opportunity for 2-year schools 

• Experiential learning of classroom 
information
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Thank you!

• “Why do you love soil judging?”
• Lucas: “It forces you to think critically about your environment and lets you 

meet some pretty cool people. ☺”
• Tara: “I have met some of my best friends during soil judging and we get to 

travel and see soils from all over. Plus, it’s cool to see other universities and how 
their agronomy departments are structured.”

• Megan: “…the connections you make with your teammates and students from 
other schools.”

• Logan: “…the amazing friends I’ve made and the hands-on experiences seeing 
different soils from around the U.S.”

• Peter: “I think it is important because it makes you realize the ground is soil and 
not dirt.”

@ksusoils


