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AGR 294

AGR 294

• One credit

• 2 hours/week, for 8 weeks

• 6-12 students

• Instructors lead the discussion

AGR 294 Honors

• One credit

• 1 hour/week, for 16 weeks

• 6-12 students

• Students lead the discussions



COURSE GOALS

1. Critical reading of an important, timely and/or popular topic in Agriculture, Environment & 

Society.

2. Participation in open discussion and evaluation of contemporary issues facing society in the 

management of food, renewable & non-renewable natural resources, environment, and 

communities, locally and globally.

3. Development of critical thinking skills across disciplines and/or topics.

4. Appreciation of the interconnectivity & broad factors affecting & influencing agriculture in 

today’s world.  

5. Understand “Small Group Dynamics,” and experience facilitating “Small Group Discussions.”  



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Develop an appreciation and understanding of the importance for the practice of critical 

reading.

2. Develop the ability to come up with questions that address the “bigger/broader picture” as 

shared through the readings.

3. Clearly articulate position and/or justify and defend stand amongst one’s peers.

4. Carefully review and consider the facts, consider and propose future directions, next steps 

that could be taken as a result of the readings. 

5. Develop initial strategies to discover pertinent and reliable information to improve your 

understanding.

6. Obtain and articulate an understanding of Small Group Dynamics and practice leading a 

small group. 



ASSESSMENT OF STUDENTS

1. Weekly instructor and peer evaluation of discussion 

contribution

2. Presentation and explanation of supplemental material

3. And for Honors, preparation and perceived effectiveness 

of leading the group’s discussion that session. 



ASSESSMENT







INFORMATION 

LITERACY

Information literacy is a set 

of abilities requiring individuals 

to "recognize when 

information is needed and 

have the ability to locate, 

evaluate, and use effectively the 

needed information.“

www.ala.org/acrl/standards/infor

mationliteracycompetency

Evaluating information in 

context, incorporate selected 

information into one’s 

knowledge base, & 

understand the economic, 

legal, and social issues 

surrounding the use of 

information.



STUDENT

BENEFITS
• Small class size

• Seminar style

• Sense of community & differing 

viewpoints encouraged

• Strategies that encourage everyone to 

contribute to the discussion

• Critical thinking

• Incorporate external information into a 

larger discussion

• Enjoy learning (again)



“For me, it was just such an applicable class. I could see how what I'm learning, 

how science and ag, is viewed, applied, and understood in the world. It 

brought out real-world, social issues tied to science, not just 

the lab results side! Definitely thought-provoking and beneficial to my 

learning!”

“An amazing course, preparing students for the future more in depth. I am 

working with vaccines & without having discussed Denialism in 

depth with a small group of bright minds, it would be difficult 

to understand the big picture of controversies within this 

industry. I would highly recommend this course!”
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